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Principal’s Corner: The First Year 
It is difficult to believe that my first year as principal has come to an end. I have enjoyed this 

amazing time and look forward to the 2016-2017 school year. I want to thank everyone for your 

faith, trust and commitment to St. Thomas More School. It is your belief in the Catholic 

educational values which helps us to sustain our wonderful school. I respect the sacrifices each 

family makes to send their child to St. Thomas More School, and we will continue “Educating 

the whole child in the values of Jesus and Mary”. Although it was a hectic year, I was privileged 

to witness our parents’ and teachers’ commitment that creates a nurturing environment for our 

children. 
 

Our teachers have always utilized the Indiana Standards to drive their instruction. This year, the 

teachers designed their daily lesson plans around these academic standards. Teachers displayed 

daily learning objectives in their classrooms, utilizing them to introduce each lesson. I was able 

to obtain grant money to support NWEA testing for St. Thomas More students. The NWEA test 

is a nationally normed testing providing data related to student achievement; teachers utilized 

this data to drive their classroom instruction. St. Thomas More School also completed a two-

year process identifying areas of strengths and weaknesses. This process was the foundation for 

the School Improvement Plan (SIP) which serves as a roadmap for continuous school review 

and improvement. Student growth is the focus of all we do at St. Thomas More School. The 

year was completed by celebrating the eighth grade students’ academic, athletic and extra-

curricular achievements. On May 27, 2016, we celebrated a Baccalaureate Mass honoring our 

St. Thomas More School eighth grade students. The following day, I presided over a 

Commencement Ceremony recognizing these students for their many accomplishments. The 

ceremony acknowledged the past and shared a vision of hope for the future. I cannot wait to see 

the excitement the 2016-2017 school year brings! 
 

        ~Jay Harker, Principal 

Saying Goodbye Means… 
          ... Saying Hello to New Adventures 
St. Thomas More School bids farewell to Mrs. Marchell Barkey (4th Grade) and Mrs. Cheryl 

Steinhauer (1st Grade) as they retire with a combined total of 60+ years of teaching at St.  

Thomas More School.  We sat down for an inside look into their teaching years, the feelings 

they had then and now, what they will miss most and what lies ahead on their new journey. 
 

Marchell feels that her time at STMS was very rewarding.  The Catholic family atmosphere is 

what she loved the most and she considers St. Thomas More her home and the students, faculty, 

parents and staff like relatives.  Though she was scared when she first started teaching as she 

did not feel ready, she had always wanted to be a teacher and knew that God would help her 

through those first days.  Marchell is glad she was able to follow her dream because sharing her 

faith with the students meant the world to her.  Through her years at STMS, she had the       

opportunity to teach the children of many former students and some of them have even become 

a part of her extended family.  Though she is moving on to traveling with her husband and is 

excited for the new adventures life has in store for them, the students will be the hardest for 

Marchell to leave behind.  Their energy and positive outlook were wonderful and every day was 

a new adventure with them; they truly contributed to keeping her young.  When Marchell    

started at STMS, her teaching style was very different from today; she likes the teacher that she 

became over the years.  Many will remember her as being very strict, while their children who 

attended St. Thomas More will say that she is “nice and cool”.  (Continued Page 5 ) 

Caption from Angie!  



  

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Thomas More School More Good News 

 

 

Caption from Angie!  

Changing Lives through Charitable Work 
 

Congratulations to fifth grade STMS student Michael Casner who was selected as the first Indiana 

winner of the Youth Award from the Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP).  AFP is an   

international organization that gives recognition to those who engage in philanthropy, big and small.  

Michael was chosen from four youth finalists from across the state for his charitable work at the    

Humane Society Calumet Area.  He believes that his dedication to helping others was fostered at St.   

Thomas More School where assisting the less fortunate is part of the daily education.  Assistant    

Principal, Cindy Block, accompanied Michael and his parents as he was presented his award at a   

banquet held at Sand Creek Country Club in Chesterton.  We are so proud of you, Michael!  Keep up 

the wonderful work as you enter sixth grade this fall! 

School Improvement Plan Update 
In March of 2016, the School Improvement Plan was completed and submitted to AdvancEd, the 

accreditation body for St. Thomas More School.  Many hours were put into reviewing every aspect of 

the school under the following domains:  Mission & Catholic Identity, Governance & Leadership, 

Academic Excellence and Operational Vitality. 
 

Staff members, parents, alumni and friends were asked to participate by completing surveys or 

working on committees.  After review of the strengths and weaknesses, the following goals were set: 
 

1.  All teachers will participate in Professional Learning Communities 

2.  Teachers will use a variety of assessment data to support instructional decisions 

3.  Students will demonstrate proficiency in the application of math problem solving skills 

4.  All operational long range plans will be available to stakeholders 
 

The details of the school improvement process and plan were presented to school families in May.  

Work has already begun on the above goals.  You will see many new and exciting changes at St. 

Tom’s over the next year and in the future. 
 

This is a continuous improvement plan so it will never end.  We will continue to need your input on 

surveys, participation on committees and/or help during brainstorming sessions as we move into the 

future while “Educating the Whole Child in the Values of Jesus and Mary”! 

Did you miss 
Alumni Night?! 

 

Please do not assume our 
alumni department has your 
current contact information. 

 

If you have not personally  
spoken to Amanda Herbst 

or filled out an alumni 
information form, please 

contact STMS right away! 
 

Contact: 
aherbst@stm-school.com 

219.836.9151, ext. 342 

President’s Message 

What an exciting year it has been!  I am awestruck watching the growth of our students both         

academically and spiritually.  Their accomplishments are numerous!  Some are highlighted in this 

newsletter.  We also have embarked on a time of transformation and innovation.  We have a new 

principal, invited parents and friends to join us in our mission, completed our first School  

Improvement Plan through AdvancEd and have made progress on obtaining the funding for a major 

building renovation that includes communication upgrades and air conditioning for the school!  All in 

all, a great and busy year for us at St. Thomas More. 
 

I have recently been reflecting on what makes St. Thomas More School special.  I think it is the    

academics and warm family environment, but more importantly, it is the values instilled and faith 

learned that stays with our students for the rest of their lives. I was moved by the article written by 

alumni, Rob Sipes, in this newsletter.  His deep faith that started here at St. Thomas More School has 

helped him through life’s challenges.  I hope that all of our graduates are successful like Rob and that 

they are able to draw upon their faith and values when life is challenging or when they are processing 

tragic events, such as what happened recently in Orlando. 
 

I pray that everyone has a fun and safe summer and I look forward to an exciting 2016-2017 school 

year! 

              ~Noreen Bickel, President 
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Follow all the latest 

news & events at  

St. Thomas More School 

on Facebook: 
 

St. Thomas More  

Catholic Church & School- 

Munster, IN 

Michael Casner with Assistant 

Principal Cindy Block 
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Learning through Experiences 
A story that our second graders read regarding how deaf people experience music and an innocent  

question from a student about sign language and those who are deaf became the catalysts for a truly 

wonderful learning experience.  On March 29, 2016, Miss Gyure’s and Ms. Kliza’s second graders  

ended their day with a marvelous visit from Mrs. Linda Mesich (a teacher at St. Mary’s in Crown Point), 

her son Jonathan and his friend Manning (Mo).  The visit was special because Jonathan and Mo are both 

deaf.  Jonathan has been deaf since birth and Mo lost his hearing from a fever at the age of three.  Even 

though most parents of deaf children do not learn sign language, Linda learned to communicate in sign 

language so she could teach her son all about life and love. Both Jonathan and Mo have cochlear      

implants, which are better than typical hearing aids and help them to hear sounds that are of medium-to-

high loudness such as car horns, slamming doors and barking dogs, but they rarely hear people talking.  

Linda explained that the deaf community is not supportive of cochlear implants; the community takes 

the position that deaf people are not broken and don’t need to be fixed. 
 

During the visit, our second grade students asked Jonathon and Mo many excellent questions.  They 

learned that Jonathan and Mo grew up in different regions of the country, but both attended mainstream 

schools because the quality of education was superior to deaf schools.  School was difficult for them as 

they were different from other children and the hearing students did not take the time nor effort to try to 

communicate or build relationships.  They felt isolated.  Learning did not come easy and as children, it 

is difficult for deaf people to learn to read since they cannot hear sound or relate it to a word the way a 

normal hearing person does.  Jonathan learned to read at a young age using a combination of sign  

language and picture books with simple words.  They both persevered, though, as Mo is a recent  

graduate of Rochester Institute of Technology and is seeking employment and Jonathon will begin his 

graduate studies at Temple University in Philadelphia this fall.  
 
 

The students grew to understand that Jonathon and Mo did many of the same things as hearing children, 

but the way they experienced everything is what differed.  For instance, Jonathan played basketball 

while he was in elementary school, but his mom was his interpreter and communication link with the 

coaches and players.  Jonathon and Mo both communicated that they had attended and enjoyed different 

music concerts, but they could not hear the music; they only could feel the vibrations from the bass.  It 

was interesting to learn that both Jonathon and Mo know deaf model, actor and activist, Nyle DiMarco, 

who competed as a celebrity on Dancing with the Stars this season.   
 

Although our students learned much about the deaf culture, the most important lesson was an unspoken 

one.  Not only did this experience highlight the Catholic values being taught at STMS to be accepting of 

all people, but the courage, confidence, determination (and let’s not forget good sense of humor!) shown 

by Jonathan, Mo and Linda displayed a wonderful use of God-given talents and demonstrated just how 

far those gifts can take you in life.  Our children can be taught right from wrong.  They can be taught to 

never give up and they can be told that they are talented, but not until they witness God’s beautiful 

works in person can the lessons truly be grasped.  We are thankful that Jonathon, Linda and Mo  

provided this exceptional experience for our second graders this year. 
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American Legion Award 
A big congratulations to STMS 4th grade student Edan Czarobski who traveled to Indianapolis in April 

to receive the American Legion Department of Indiana State Champion award for the 2015-2016 "Flag 

Education & Etiquette Program".  Each year, thousands of students across the state of Indiana learn 

about the American flag in their social studies classes and participate by writing an essay and taking an 

exam about the flag.  At STMS, 4th grade teacher Marchell Barkey made this exercise part of her  

yearly curriculum and entered her students in the regional competition.  Edan was the regional winner 

and his test and essay were then forwarded to the state. 
 

The American Legion picks one male and one female winner for the entire state and we are very proud 

to claim this year's state champion as our very own Edan!  Edan bravely read his winning essay at the 

American Legion meeting on April 9th in front of over 300 members and visitors.  Great work, Edan!  

You can find the full story in the April 26th edition of The Times Newspaper: 

http://www.nwitimes.com/news/local/lake/munster/getting-to-know/article_4f357d6f-e9db-5896-ae0e-

4dd1b3573fa6.html 
 

(Pictured with Edan are Larry Lowry, Department Commander of the American Legion, Indianapolis 

and Pete Van Woerder, 1st District Commander) 

http://www.nwitimes.com/news/local/lake/munster/getting-to-know/article_4f357d6f-e9db-5896-ae0e-4dd1b3573fa6.html
http://www.nwitimes.com/news/local/lake/munster/getting-to-know/article_4f357d6f-e9db-5896-ae0e-4dd1b3573fa6.html
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Athletic Banquet 
 

The annual 8th Grade Athletic Banquet was held on Friday, May 6th, honoring our graduating  
student athletes and their coaches.  Our special thanks to the evening's guest speakers, Megan  
Zabrecky (Munster High School senior and varsity basketball player), and Sean Haugh (Bishop 

Noll senior and varsity baseball player). 
 

St. Thomas More School has two athletic awards that are granted each school year to a deserving 

student athlete.  The Colleen Lusk Memorial Award, given in remembrance of STMS alumna  
Colleen Lusk, is presented to an 8th grade athlete who exemplifies a Christian attitude toward 

sports and teamwork, as well as someone who leads by example while working hard to improve 

themselves and their team. This year's recipient was Alyssa Nahnsen.  The George H. Porter  
Memorial Award, named after STMS's first Athletic Director, is presented to a student athlete who 

demonstrates a Christian attitude toward sports and teamwork, as well as someone who leads by 

example while working hard to improve themselves and their team. This year's recipient was  
Daniel O'Shea. 
 

Congratulations to the award winners and all of our 8th Grade 2015/2016 student athletes!  We 

wish you the best as you enter high school this fall! 

Spring Sports Recap 
 

Track is the only spring sport at St. Thomas More School and performed very well throughout the 

season.  Congratulations certainly are in order!  The STMS team, both boys and girls, finished in 

2nd place (tied) in the Diocesan track meet.  We are very proud of their hard work and  

accomplishments! Individual winners for specific events are listed below.  Congrats again to all 

boys and girls on the track team!  

1st Place 
Zoie Bailey: 100m Dash 

Anna Castillo: 800m Run 

Olivia Orobor: Shot Put 

Adam Klaich, Andrew Forszt, Drake Alderson & Xander Uzubell: 4 X 200m Relay 
 

Runners Up 
Sophie Drake & Emma Powell: High Jump 

Jacob Cipowski, Joey Burns, Sean O'Rourke & Xavian Cano: 4 x 100m Relay 
 

3rd Place 
Oliver Meraz: 800m Run 

Danny O'Shea: 1600m Run 

Oliver Meraz, Luke Knaley, Chris Badali & Danny O'Shea: 4 x 400m Relay 

George H. Porter Memorial 
Award recipient, Daniel O’Shea, 

 

with 
 

Colleen Lusk Memorial Award 
recipient, Alyssa Nahnsen 

Megan Zabrecky, 

Munster High 

School senior  

& varsity  

basketball player 

Sean Haugh, 

Bishop Noll  High 

School senior  

& varsity  

baseball player 
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Marchell recalls the many different classrooms she has taught in throughout the years and the many 

fun adventures that come to mind.  The days of painting under the desks like Da Vinci, mummifying a 

chicken, dancing the locomotion during a sock hop and many many field days she helped with may be 

coming to an end, but the memories, teachings and relationships formed will surely last forever. 
 

Cheryl was a newlywed and taught for five years in a public school prior to coming to STMS.  She 

was very nervous her first year of teaching.  The school she taught at had four 1st grade classes and her 

colleagues were all experienced teachers.  As it turned out, they were beyond helpful, all worked well 

together and she feels she learned more that year than her four years combined at Ball State.  Cheryl’s 

time at St. Thomas More School has meant more to her than she could ever put into words.  It has been 

a part of her life for the last twenty eight years; teaching was not a job she came to every day and   

forgot about at three o’clock.  Teaching meant thinking of her students even when they were not in 

class.  It meant evenings of grading papers, planning for the week and also helping her own children 

with their homework.  Teaching has been her mission in life and she wouldn't have wanted it any other 

way.  During her twenty eight years at STMS, Cheryl saw many changes.  Her children are graduates 

of St. Thomas More and in those days she remembers having to attend 6:30 a.m. Mass on a Sunday 

and stand in line to register for school because classes were filled by the noon Mass.  When she began 

teaching at STMS, there were no kindergarten classrooms, as that wing was added later; the             

kindergarten classes were held in the Library and Solar Room until construction was completed.  The 

Weis Center did not exist at that time.  Pre-school was only a dream!  The uniform went through many 

changes, and for years it was a very limited uniform involving no shorts, dress shoes only, no dress 

down days and 7th/8th graders were allowed to wear khaki slacks and blue shirts while the other grades 

had to wear navy pants and white shirts.  Cheryl worked for seven principals in her teaching career at 

STMS and Mrs. Barkey is the only teacher that taught at STMS longer!  It is so fitting that these two 

are retiring together.  Cheryl will certainly miss the students the most.  She adored hearing their stories 

that they so willingly shared each morning, along with every “issue” that occurred before they got to 

class.  Good stories or bad, to Cheryl it came with the “job” and she was delighted to be the one to 

listen.  Many students have kept in touch with her over the years and some have even come back to 

visit her at STMS to chat and let her know what was happening in their lives.  One of the most asked 

questions has been, “Mrs. Steinhauer, do you still read the Magic Tree House books?”  To which her 

unfailing response was “YES!”  Although her teaching days at STMS have ended, she has plenty of 

“teaching” left to do.  She plans to spend more time with her own grandchildren and have the ability to 

attend their school functions.  Cheryl is especially excited that her daughter and son-in-law are       

expecting their first child in November; it is a girl and she can't wait!!   
 

All of us here at St. Thomas More School wish Marchell and Cheryl many healthy, happy,              

adventurous, yet relaxing years ahead as they embark on this new adventure.  We can't put into words 

what they have meant to all of us, but we can pray that their future is as rewarding to them as their 

time at STMS has been to all of us!  Best wishes and God bless!  

 

Eagle Dash 5K 
The bright sunshine and warmer temperatures helped make this year’s St. Thomas More 
School Eagle Dash 5K and 1 mile Fun Run/Walk another great success!  We thank all who  
participated and all who volunteered.  It was a wonderful event. 
 

Congratulations to the Top 10 Finishers! 
 

1. Isiah Walker—Age 20 (20-24) Overall Winner: 19:14.6  
2. Daniel O'Shea—STMS Top Male Student (13-14): 20:54.1  
3. Sean Schuster-- Age 53 (50-54): 21:47.9  
4. Anna Castillo—STMS Top Female Student (11-12): 21:54.8  
5. Jacob Cipowski – STMS (11-12): 22:08.7  
6. Brenna Carroll – STMS Alum (15-19): 23:14.6  
7. Matthew Szala –STMS Alum (20-24): 23:17.3  
8. Derek Janik – (30-34): 23:30.0  
9. Xander Uzubell –STMS (13-14): 23:40.0  
10. Vince Taylor (15-19): 23:41.2 
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Making a Difference: Capital Campaign/Project Update 
 

We embarked on a capital project and campaign to complete major renovations in both the church 
and the school buildings in October of 2014. 
 

The project engineers from Syska Hennessy Group have substantially completed the design work 
on the needed improvements and replacements of the electrical systems, heating/ventilation/air 
conditioning systems, plumbing systems and adding Wi Fi and communication access throughout 
the building.  We have spent a considerable amount of time on the design phase reviewing, 
modifying and tweaking various elements.  A project like the one we are undertaking does not 
come along often and it must be completed correctly.  We expect to release a Request for 
Proposal in the next few months to hire a General Contractor/Construction Manager for the 
project.  
 

The actual construction is expected to start in the spring of 2017.  At that time, we will be able to 
shut-down the boilers in anticipation of warmer weather.  Outside work will be started with a 
majority of the construction occurring in the summer before school resumes in August. 
 

We are grateful for the generosity of so many people!  Continued progress has been made 
towards reaching the total anticipated project need of $6,300,000.  To date over $5,520,000 has 
been pledged and over $2,358,000 has been collected.  The campaign continuation committee 
continues to reach out to those who have not yet pledged.  We are asking those that can, to pay 
their pledge off faster, so we will be able to obtain final approval of the project from the Diocese 
and be able to request a short term loan for up to one third of the balance.  This will allow us to 
begin construction in the spring of 2017. 
 

If you would like additional information about the campaign, please go to www.stm-church.com 
for a short video, the campaign brochure and updates, and links for ways to make a pledge or a 
one-time payment thru PayPal. 

Walk a Mile for Planting Possibilities 
St. Thomas More School students (grades K-6th) walked over to the Munster High School track 

on Tuesday, May 24th, to walk four laps around the track (one mile) with the students from Eads  

Elementary School in support of Planting Possibilities.  Students raised pledges to donate to this 

wonderful organization and we are proud to announce that our STMS students raised $3,000.00!  

Additionally, the Eads Elementary students raised $2,000.00 for a total donation of $5,000.00 to 

benefit Planting Possibilities.  A short pep rally was held with all the students on the field at the 

Munster High track, the amount collected was announced and the representatives of Planting  

Possibilities were presented with a check.  STMS alumnus Brad Hemingway (from Planting  

Possibilities) was grateful to see STMS’s support and generosity! 
 

Planting Possibilities’ mission is to provide employment, job skills training and fulfilling  

volunteer opportunities for adults with autism and other developmental disabilities in Lake  

County, Indiana.  Their goal is to provide a nurturing environment where developmentally       

disabled adults in Northwest Indiana can work toward their own goals of building fulfilling lives 

through work.  With this in mind, Planting Possibilities’ grand plan is to build a greenhouse, gift/

garden shop, botanical gardens with event space and, ultimately, adjacent supported living                   

accommodations for employees/trainees in need of such arrangements.  We are honored to have 

contributed to their endeavors!  Thank you to all who helped St. Thomas More School support this 

outstanding and driven organization.  

Making a Difference 
Today and in the Future 

Capital Campaign 

STM Church & School 

Caption from Angie!  

French Poem Published by STMS Alumna 

Bishop Noll Institute student and STMS alumna ('14) Julia Fugger (right) has recently had her 

original French poems published in "Mille-Feuille", the French poetry magazine published by  

DePaul University. Over 300 university and high school students submitted their work to the   

magazine.  Only several students’ work was chosen for publication. 
 

Julia is an honor student and French & Drama Club member at BNI, who is shown here with    

fellow student and published author, Lilly Lamberg (left). Congratulations, Julia and Lilly. 
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May 
Ellen Crites Voda ('63) 

Letha Smith-Walsh ('70) 

Harold Lusk ('78) 

Todd Kurteff ('83) 

Sara Frigo Davis ('99) 

Kimberly Hajduch ('05) 

Julie Simon Fatemi ('92) 

Ashley Velchek ('99) 

Susan Pihulic Abbott ('63) 

Laura Mogle Dunneback ('99) 

William Mccullum ('63) 

Mark Wein ('68) 

Jennifer Stopper-Voukidis ('92) 

Daniel Callahan ('01) 

Adrienne Narvid Bielfeldt ('71) 

Janine Slivka ('75) 

Barbara Etter ('86) 

Charles Mesterharm ('57) 

Jerome Ciesla ('58) 

James Kwasny ('75) 

Steven Reiplinger ('75) 

Mary Ann O’Donnell Evans ('69) 

Roger Clark ('69) 
 

June 
James Nolan ('62) 

Janet MutaHanrahan ('73) 

Allison Hajduch ('12) 

Richard Collison ('60) 

Judy Woodard Kuhn ('64) 

Carol Sobek Hyde ('65) 

Therese Martin ('68) 

Patricia Leask Jefferys ('70) 

Linda Colgrove ('78) 

Amy Nelson Bartholomew ('80) 

Carolyn Bielfeldt ('94) 

Alex Toth ('02) 

MaryJo Humpfer ('75) 

Kathleen Collins Eisbrenner ('74) 

Ronald Milne ('54) 

Kevin Murphy ('69) 

Alumni News 
 Class of 1996 Reunion  
Class Rep for the class of 1996, Noreen  Castor, 
is organizing the 20th STMS Class Reunion for 
November 26, 2016 at STMS.  Noreen will be 
reaching out to those with updated contact  
information. To assist in the reunion planning, 
please contact Noreen to begin receiving reunion 
information.  (noreencastor@gmail.com ) 

Alumni by the Decade: One Alumnus’ Life… 
 

I graduated from St. Thomas More School in 1976 with 81 other classmates and like most of 
them, went on to Munster High School.  Even back then, I noticed that my freshman year of high 
school was a refresher of what we had already learned in grade school; a testament to the higher 
standards of St. Tom’s.  Four years later, I graduated high school and the arc of my life took a 
much different turn than what I had expected.  The truth is, I didn’t really have any particular 
expectations at the age of 18.  My family moved to Tempe, Arizona and I was encouraged to join 
the US Army.  While at the recruiting station, I saw the poster of an Army Ranger repelling down 
the side of a mountain and I was sure that was the job I wanted.  However, my recruiter had other 
ideas for me and my test scores confirmed that I was more suited for language school instead of 
infantry, so I was shipped off to the Defense Language Institute in Monterey, California.  Eight 
months later, with a basic proficiency in German, I was stationed in Fort Carson, Colorado where 
I eventually met my wife Louise.  We have a mixed marriage (she being Lutheran and all), but 
Louise is quite the remarkable woman, able to put up with my sarcasm, humor and to some, my 
very high level of energy.  Life was good then and still is today, but the Lord has a way of making 
all of us stronger.  In 1985, I was transferred to the US Army Berlin Brigade and was stationed in 
what was known as the American Sector in West Berlin which is where the first of our children, 
my daughter Bailey, was born.  Life was grand! We were there when President Reagan gave his 
famous Wall Speech; my invite is still buried in a box of mementos from that time!  Our lives 
couldn’t seem to get much better, yet they did.  I was busy working and going to night school, 
enjoying the culture, the camaraderie of fellow soldiers, honing my language skills by visiting 
many a pub and generally just enjoying life.  

 
The US Army back in the 80’s and 90’s would transfer 
soldiers every three years or so and our time in West Berlin 
came to an end, so we were sent back to Fort Carson, 
Colorado.  By this time, I had been promoted a few times and 
was now a Platoon Sergeant; with that extra responsibility 
came extra demands on time and for me personally, the 
pressure to be the leader the Army expects.  Up until this 
time, I was mostly responsible for myself and my family of 
course, but now I had the lives and livelihoods of two dozen 
souls looking at me every morning at formation.  It suddenly 
hits you like a hammer that what you do or don’t do will 
reflect upon how these soldiers perform or don’t perform.  If 
you really care for them, it can be quite humbling, if not 
downright scary.  I was nervous, but I couldn’t show it and it 
wasn’t something I could just simply push aside or burden my 
wife with either.  I found solace and strength as I communed 
with the Lord; my inner dialogue with our Creator gave me 

the peace of mind I needed and the courage I required for this first real life challenge.  As I look 
back at that moment (now 25 years later), it’s clear to see the arrogance of my youth thinking how 
easily I overcame that little bump in the road.  I was to be reminded again soon that life is much 
more challenging.  My family and I were transferred back to Germany in the summer of 1990. 
(Continued Page 8) 
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We are eagerly looking for anyone interested in becoming a class representative and aiding in our 
search to update contact information from classmates.  

 Please let us know if you are willing to help or nominate a friend!  
To update your information, or that of a friend or relative, plan a class reunion or volunteer as a class 

rep, contact Amanda Herbst at aherbst@stm-school.com.  

 

Have News? Share it! 
New job, promotion, engagement, marriage, 
baby or grandchild? Win an award? Coming 
back from deployment? Please let us know and 
keep us informed of any excitement you are   
experiencing! We would love to add it to our 
Alumni News section! Email Amanda Herbst at 
aherbst@stm-school.com  

Robert pictured with his wife  

Louise and daughters  

Bailey and Avery.  

mailto:noreencastor@gmail.com
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(Continued from Page 7) 
Life up to this point had been good to us.  We were not rich, but we were not poor either.  I had been 
successful in the Army, regularly and quickly promoted, great assignments, good friends and now, 
stationed in the heart of Germany, not too far from where the original Passion Play was put on 
hundreds of years earlier.  The Passion Play was originally put on by a town called Oberammergau 
during the time of the Black Plague.  The townspeople made a promise to Jesus that they would put on 
a special play in his honor if he would spare their town from the ravages of the black plague that 
destroyed so many lives in Europe. Since that time, the town has been spared from the devastation of 
the plague and this play is still put on today (every ten years) by the people of Oberammergau.  We 
were truly blessed to be in such surroundings.  We had settled into Augsburg quite well, my wife had 
made some friends and our daughter was full of energy, love and simply a joy to have around.  
 

We decided to add to our joy and in March of 1993 our second child was born and we could not have 
been happier!  The next day, our rose colored world was put to a test that is still difficult for me to 
discuss.  Our newborn daughter, Avery, was diagnosed with transposition of the great arteries – in 
short, she was dying and surgery was her only option.    It is difficult to describe going from the 
feelings of joy and elation to a feeling of total helplessness, despair, fear, sadness and many other 
emotions all dumped at once.  We were overwhelmed just trying to understand the moment, explaining 
to our 6 year old why she couldn’t visit her sister and the feeling of being isolated since our families 
were 8,000 miles away.  What held us together then, and still today, is our faith in the Lord and our 
love for each other.  While a student at St. Thomas More, I probably definitely was always just shy of 
trouble and did not really appreciate what I had or the opportunity I was given.  It seems that only in 
those hours of darkness is when we fall back to those places of comfort, security and hope.  I went to 
the Chapel in the hospital still in a state of shock; I never felt more helpless, alone or afraid.  I just sat 
there crying.  I still had my faith, and I prayed and prayed and eventually I felt a sense of serenity, 
comforted by surroundings that reminded me of my youth at St. Thomas More.  I don’t know how I 
would have coped without having my faith and, only then, did I realize how important those years at 
St. Thomas More School were for me.  
 

Avery is now a student at George Mason University pursuing a career in the medical field; she has 
aspirations of being a doctor someday, perhaps the Lords way of answering my prayers?  My oldest 
daughter [Bailey] and her husband [Mark] have blessed us with a beautiful, intelligent and defiant 
granddaughter, Ella.  She was baptized at the Holy Cross Catholic Church near Point Defiance, 
Washington, not that the location has anything to do with our granddaughter’s disposition, I’m just 
pointing out that the Lord has a sense of humor. 
 

In the years since then, we have lived coast to coast and I have been back to language school to learn 
Thai (yes, I did not know the Army taught Thai).  We were stationed at Fort Lewis, near Seattle, and 
eventually at Fort Meade Maryland, just north of Washington D.C.   We have been incredibly blessed 
in life and in love, our faith is unbreakable, our hopes and dreams just waiting to be fulfilled in this 
incredibly creative universe.  I retired from the Army and am now on my second career.  I am busily 
engaged in cybersecurity and project management.  We currently all live in Stafford, Virginia; my 
daughters and son-in-law are all full time students at George Mason and living with us.  It’s a full 
house, energized with grandkids and friends, with the occasional spilt milk and gooey doorknobs, but 
always full of love and laughter too.  Life is good. 
        ~Robert Sipes, Class of 1976 

Caption from Angie!  
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Alumni Night  
Our annual Alumni Night at the Festival was a wonderful 
success this year!  We had an exciting turnout and tons of 
fun.  Thanks to our volunteers and all who came out and 
participated!  The winner of our raffle drawing was Greg 
Fijut!  
 

Many of you RSVP’ed that you could not make it and are 
entered into our second raffle drawing.  If you were 
unable to attend this event, don’t forget to contact 
Amanda Herbst by the end of July to be entered into the 
raffle! Winner will be drawn August 1st! 
 

Contact Amanda at aherbst@stm-school.com 

Alumni Birthdays 

(Continued) 
 

July 
Kathleen Klage ('65) 

Kathleen Przybyla ('80) 

Mary Beth Collins Milos ('75) 

David Kubacki ('59) 

Joanne Hodson Palazzolo ('59) 

Karen Gallas Frevert ('72) 

Maureen Costello Scheller ('75) 

Michael Condos ('76) 

Kip Simmons ('83) 

Ann Zurawski Rhineberger ('94) 

Jamie Huck ('96) 

Meagan Yothment ('04) 

Shelby Sarnowski ('07) 

Christopher Yothment ('07) 

Tate Hickey ('08) 

Ronald Garzinski  

Michael Smosna 1988 

Paul Martin ('61) 

Carol Kohan ('69) 

Tom Hemingway ('82) 

Margaret Collins Masse ('77) 

Joan Bogner Schafer ('67) 

Frank Kowalski ('63) 

Karl Linden ('63) 

David Dublak ('76) 

Alice Fenyes Cagney ('77) 

Jacquelyn O'Drobinak Prater ('77)  

Above:  
Greg Fijut pictured 

with School President, 
Noreen Bickel 
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St. Thomas More School More Good News  

Upcoming STMS Events  
 KG Orientation — August 15, 2016 

 First Day of School (Grades 1-8) —- August 15, 2016 

 Pre-School & Pre-K Orientation —- August 15, 2016 

 First Day of School (Pre-S/PK/KG) —- August 16, 2016 

 Burgers & Brews (Wicker Park)—- October  8, 2016 

 Class of 1996 Reunion  — November 26, 2016 (See page 7) 
 

STAY TUNED to Facebook for further events and happenings not listed here! 

Did you like  

reading this? 
The next newsletter will be 

delivered via mail. Please 

contact us immediately to 

provide your most up to 

date contact information!   

Contact:  
 Amanda Herbst 

(219) 836-9151, ext. 342 

aherbst@stm-school.com 

Graduation 2016 
It is amazing to observe the transformation the eighth grade students experience as they anticipate the 

end of the school year and approach graduation. As the month of May ends, the students have           

experienced many “last” events. The last school dance, the last field trip, the last of junior high tests and 

so on. With the “lasts” begins the good-byes. By now, the students have acquired a more mature wisdom 

which urges them to interact with each other differently. Graduation for St. Thomas More students is a        

memorial event. On May 27, 2016, Father Michael Yadron celebrated a Baccalaureate Mass at 7:00 p.m. 

honoring fifty-five STMS eighth grade students. The following day, Principal Jay Harker presided over 

a 10:00 a.m. Commencement Ceremony recognizing these students for their many accomplishments. 

Graduation, especially for those who have been at St. Thomas More since kindergarten, is very        

emotional. The school has become a home as well as a “second” family. This is a sentimental time for 

our students leaving the familiarity and comfort of St. Thomas More School and the people they have 

grown to know so very well. We wish the Class of 2016 to continue to grow in faith and maturity and 

the courage to make wise choices. God bless the Class of 2016 as they enter into their high school years. 

We can’t wait to witness your continued achievements! 

Alumni  

Anniversaries 
 

May 
Janet Muta ('73) & John Hanrahan  

Suzanne Lasky ('79) &  

Harold Lusk ('78) 

Kelly Felton ('87) & Tod Benson 

Jennifer Langer ('89) & Jason Britt 

Susie Boyle ('90) & Rob Kinsella 

Michelle Wojcik ('87) &  

Rob Thornburg 

Shelley Smith (‘66) &  

Norb Baumgartner 

Robert ('77) & Karen Maddalone 

David ('56) & Gretchen Rossin 
 

June’ 

Candis Wojcik ('78) & Stephen Lang 

Sara Frigo ('99) & James Davis 

Megan Muta ('05) & Austin Bonta 

Julie Simon ('92) & Hossein Fatemi 

Robert ('76) & Louise Sipes 

Jacquelyn O'Drobinak ('77) &  

Michael Prater 
 

July 
John ('54) & Kathleen McQuillan 

Maria Thoesen ('69) & Greg Runyon 

Susan Resler ('69) &  

George Livarchik 

Laura Ortiz ('95) & Rudy Hernandez 

Leann Lasky ('75) & Brad Maggart 

Roger ('69) & Gail Clark  


