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A Message from Our President 
The 2017/2018 school year has given us many opportunities and challenges. We continue to be 

amazed by the accomplishments of our students who learn with enthusiasm and work to serve God and 

others daily. Our students have successfully competed and excelled in many areas this year, in and out 

of the classroom.  
 

For the first time ever, the students and staff of STMS have not had to endure the heat of spring, as the 

building has been air conditioned, thanks to your generous support for this necessary capital project. 
 

And, we have been saddened by the recent school shootings. We pray for all who have been impacted 

and work diligently to review our safety procedures to best protect our students and staff. 
 

Now, we find ourselves at another crossroad. For the past three years, we have been blessed with the 

leadership of Principal Jay Harker, who has helped lay a strong foundation of Catholic identity and 

academic excellence for our students. At the end of this school year, Mr. Harker will retire, but his 

love of education and the students, staff and parents of St. Thomas More School will carry-on. He will 

continue to collaborate as a mentor and consultant to the next STMS academic leader. 
 

I am very happy to announce Mr. Harker’s successor as Dr. Samantha Hofferth-Francis, an alumna of 

St. Thomas More School who brings many gifts, talents and passion to our school community. Holding 

a BA in Secondary Education with nine years of teaching experience, and a Doctorate of Chiropractic, 

Dr. Francis looks to further the integration of STREAM (Science, Technology, Religion, Engineering, 

Art, & Math) into all areas of our curriculum. She is currently attending the University of Notre 

Dame’s prestigious Mary Ann Remick Leadership Program and will concurrently lead STMS while 

completing online and summer classes at Notre Dame. At the culmination of the program, Dr. Francis 

will earn a Master of Arts in Educational Leadership and K-12 administrative licensure. Mr. Harker, 

Dr. Frances and I will continue to work on a progressive vision for our school. 
 

We are excited for the future!   
 

Noreen Bickel — STMS President & Jay Harker, 2017-2018 STMS Principal  

A Bright Future Ahead  
STMS Alumna Takes the Lead 

As I begin my journey leading St. Thomas More School, I want to share 

the vision and pillars that we will focus on over the next few years. 
 

FAITH — The students of St. Thomas More School will continue in the 

formation of their Catholic faith, integrating traditional values with a 

connection to their everyday lives. We will strengthen the initiatives 

started at home by reinforcing them at school. God is first and foremost 

in all we do. 
 

KNOWLEDGE — St. Thomas More School will provide an innovative, 

student-focused curriculum that will challenge and excite our learners. 

Our teachers will be bringing new ideas and expectations to the 

classroom. Through technology, collaborative projects, and hands-on 

learning, our students will surpass all expectations of our constantly 

changing world. They will be able to adapt and succeed with confidence. 
 

SERVICE — Service before self is the last pillar. We believe the ideas of service learning and civic 

engagement are necessary to the foundation of a Catholic education. Jesus taught us to live in the 

service of others. I am confident that children who are raised and taught in a culture of service will 

become the “leaders of conscience” that our world needs. We need to cultivate this through our 

Catholic teachings and actions. As students realize the importance of putting others ...continued on Page 2 



  

                        

 

 

Prayers for Peace 
When students across the country participated in school  

“walk-outs” as a response to gun violence, St. Thomas More 

School chose to do something to make a difference, too.  

In observance of the day’s student activism, St. Thomas More 

School chose to honor those lost in the Parkland, Florida 

incident (and all others affected by violence) with a special 

student-led prayer service. 

Our school-wide prayer service was followed by sharing the 

sign of peace, plenty of hugs and age-appropriate classroom 

discussions about how to respect themselves and each other.  

Our students were reminded to always treat others with 

kindness and to be inclusive in daily activities so that all 

students are 

made to feel 

important and 

connected  to 

their fellow classmates. This special morning was 

filled with inspirational acts of compassion and 

benevolence. The feeling of empathy and love was 

evident throughout the day. We are blessed with 

wonderful, caring students and a staff that models 

these characteristics every day. 

First Annual STMS Golf Classic 
We are excited to invite you to attend the First Annual St. Thomas More  School 

Golf Classic — Monday, July 30, 2018 
at Briar Ridge Country Club in Schererville.   

Four-person scramble shotgun at 12 p.m. 

A day on a beautiful private golf course can do more than just 

improve your golf game. Golfers participating in the STMS Golf 

Classic will also enjoy catching up with fellow alums, parishioners 

and school parents while helping provide necessary funds for  

St. Thomas More School.  

This Golf Classic is a great opportunity to network and show your 

support for St. Thomas More School! 

The registration fee is only $150 per person (Alumni $125) and 

includes use of a golf cart, lunch, dinner and prizes for golfers.  

Registration at https://stmsgolf.eventbrite.com or  

checks can be made payable to STMS (note “Golf Outing” in memo 

line) Mail to: St. Thomas More School • 8435 Calment Avenue  

                                           Munster IN 46321 

For more information please contact Katie Rak-Bouton at katierak@gmail.com or (219) 902-6598 

or Casey Bouton at (847) 400-7784 cbouton@taubensee.com  

 

 

 

St. Thomas More School More Good News 
  

 

Golf Classic 
Sponsorships 

If you would like to be an inte-

gral part of our 1st Golf Classic, 

please consider a sponsorship.  

https://stmsgolf.eventbrite.com 

 

Donations 
We are cheerfully accepting 

donations of goods or services to 

be used for raffle & silent   

auction prizes. 

 

Contact  
Katie Rak Bouton  

(219) 902-6598  

katierak@gmail.com  

  

                  Page 2 

                A Bright Future Ahead...continued from Page 1 

first, they will learn many important life lessons. I want to make a difference every day, in every 

student, by making St. Thomas More School a safe, fun, inviting, creative atmosphere.  

St. Thomas More School can create world-changing practices that will allow us to develop the  

leaders of tomorrow. 

Yours in education, 

Dr. Samantha Hofferth-Francis — 2018/2019 STMS Principal 

 

https://stmsgolf.eventbrite.com
https://stmsgolf.eventbrite.com
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 St. Thomas More School More Good News 

Catch Up with Fellow Alumni 
Join us for St. Thomas More School’s Annual Alumni Night being held on Friday June 22, 2018 from 

6:00-10:00 p.m. during our Parish Festival.  

Look for the alumni tent Friday night across from the Entertainment Booth.  

We would love to see you again or meet you for the first time! 

Please contact Karen Leluga (219) 836-9151 ext. 2307 or kleluga@stm-school.com for more 

information or to update your alumni information. 

Calling All Alumni 
We are eagerly looking for anyone interested in becoming a  

Class Representative  
to aid in our search for fellow alumni and update the contact information of  

classmates. Please let us know if you are willing to help, or nominate a friend! 

Alumni Birthdays 

June 
Ronald Milne ('54) 

Richard Collison ('60) 

Kenneth Mertens ('62) 

James Nolan ('62) 

Judy Woodard Kuhn ('64) 

Carol Sobek Hyde ('65) 

Donna Andersen Mendenhall ('66) 

Therese Martin ('68) 

Kevin Murphy ('69) 

Patricia Leask Jefferys ('70) 

Kathleen Tobin ('71) 

Mary Beth Tobin Stanek ('72) 

Janet Muta Hanrahan ('73) 

Kathleen Collins Eisbrenner ('74) 

MaryJo Humpfer ('75) 

Linda Colgrove ('78) 

Renee Hicks Wojciechowski ('78) 

Amy Nelson Bartholomew ('80) 

Tom Keslin ('90) 

Carolyn Bielfeldt ('94) 

Alex Toth ('02) 

Allison Hajduch ('12) 

Mary Connelly ('15) 

George Dimopoulos ('16) 

Adam Klaich ('16) 

Mia Tumacder ('16) 

Alexandra Ortega ('16) 

Alyssa Nahnsen ('16) 

Kyle Thompson ('17) 

Emma Powell ('17) 

Courtney Companik ('17) 

Gabriela Herrera ('17) 

Claire Nowak ('17) 

Bruno Zamora ('17) 

Juan Olivencia ('17) 

Kathryn Buksa Braun ('82) 

Annette Polito Halfman ('56) 

Tracy Simon ('96) 

Adriann Bishop ('96) 

Carol Casey ('71) 

John Jones ('84) 

Maria Alvarado ('96) 

Charles Savage ('65) 

Michael Mcintyre ('05) 

Ryan Mcintyre (‘05) 

 

July  
David Kubacki ('59) 

Joanne Hodson Palazzolo ('59) 

 

 

    Want to Organize a  
Class Reunion?   

Your St. Thomas More School pals were 

most likely your very first true friends. 

And, if you’re like most of our alumni, you 

still keep in touch with many of them.  

But wouldn’t it be great to connect with 

them even more?  

To organize an upcoming reunion,  

volunteer as a class representative or   

update your information, please contact  

Karen Leluga at  

kleluga@stm-school.com or  

(219) 836-9151 ext. 2307 
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Serving God—Serving Others 
Philanthropy Activities at St. Thomas More School 

Serving God and the community through philanthropic activities continues as part of the  

St. Thomas More School curriculum. In recent months, student at STMS worked to provide 

valuable resources for others in our area by participating in a variety of “giving” activities.  
 

Blankets for Nazareth Home 
Children in grades 1 to 4 participated in a “knot tying” activity to complete fleece 

blankets for the children serviced by Nazareth Home, a foster home for infants and 

toddlers born into compromised family situations.  
 

Supporting Munster Police Department 
The annual walk-a-thon, typically held at the Munster High School track with our 

partner, Eads Elementary School, was deterred by inclement weather this year, but 

that didn’t stop each school from 

participating, as each school 

walked in their own gymnasiums. 

St. Thomas More School students 

and parents were particularly 

generous and STMS alone raised 

$3,7000 for the Munster Police Department’s 

Canine Unit! The walk this year was 

appropriately named,  

“Who Let the Dogs Out?” 
 

Keeping Munster Clean 
STMS 6th grade classes took 

advantage of the spring weather to 

venture into Munster’s Community 

Park for an afternoon of clean-up activities, collecting trash and blowing debris as part 

of their philanthropic activities.  
 

Fetch-A-Sketch 
     7th and 8th grade STMS students painted stylistic portraits of a favorite cat or dog.              

portraits were sold to raise nearly $2,000 for the local Humane Society.  
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 St. Thomas More School More Good News 

Development Office Update 
Welcome Karen Leluga! 

Karen Leluga, Director of Development, joined the Development Office of St. Thomas More School 

 in November. Karen received a B.S. degree in Human Resource Management from Purdue University 

Calumet. With over 15 years of non-profit management experience, Mrs. Leluga previously served 

as the Director of Resource Development for the Crisis Center for South Suburbia. She brings 

extensive experience in fundraising, campaign management, relationship management and strategic 

planning.  

 Karen is married and has three adult children and two grandchildren. She is an active member of St. 

John Catholic Church in Glenwood, Illinois.  

“I am thrilled to be a member of the Development team and the  

St. Thomas More Community.  

 I look forward to fostering the advancement of the mission, vision and 

values of St. Thomas More School through securing philanthropic support 

and communication with school families, alumni, parishioners, volunteers 

and the community.  I look forward to meeting and getting to know all of  

you in the near future!” 

Where is Amanda Herbst, you ask? 

Amanda became a full-time mom to Ezekiel (Zeke) in September 2017.  

She is still working behind the scenes for STMS, providing consulting, web 

design and support for the Development Office. Congratulations to Amanda 

and her husband, Joe! 

 

Annual Fund Surpasses Goal! 
Your philanthropic investments in our 2017 Annual Fund Drive helped raise nearly $30,000 for 

STMS. Your generosity helped immeasurably with the purchase of 

new classroom technology for our students. Our hope for this year is 

to use some of the funds from our upcoming 2018 Annual Fund 

Drive to create “Classrooms of the Future.” This will involve 

improvements including the installation of new ceilings, lighting and 

floors.  We are continuing to work with our teachers (and other 

professionals) to implement further designs to create the best 

environment for our students to have continued success and high 

achievement levels as they enter high school.    

Your contribution is greatly appreciated in advance ,as we undertake 

these efforts for our students!  Look for a mailer to arrive in 
September!  

Did you know? Tuition only covers 80%  of the cost to educate a 

child at STMS. Therefore, we rely on the Annual Fund to help cover 

the remaining 20%. This allows us to keep tuition costs low and 

continue to offer cutting-edge programs for our students. Remember: No gift is ever too small! 

 

 

St. Thomas More School Cash Raffle 
                 Thank you to everyone who participated in this year’s cash raffle, YOU helped make it a           

                      great success! Through your efforts and generosity, we were able to raise  

over $20,000 for St. Thomas More School. 

Congratulations to all of our winners! 
1st Place  — Tom & Phyllis Krull 

2nd Place — Gerry Surufka 

3rd Place — Desi Garcia  

Tuition Credit Raffle — The Sudac Family 

 

“For it  

is in giving  

that we  

receive”. 
 

St. Francis of  

Assisi 



  

                        

 

STMS Students Excel  
Students at St. Thomas More School have many opportunities to enhance their scholastic 

experience. From after school extra-curricular activities to classroom enrichments, our students are 

offered a wide variety of experiences to help them grow, flourish and succeed. 

We are proud to announce that several STMS students have been recognized for their triumphs and 

we are appreciative of those individuals who have facilitated these programs for our students. 
 

Science Olympiad 
Now in its fourth year at St. Thomas More School, the Science Olympiad team has made great 

strides competing successfully at the local, regional and state levels. This year, the team finished in 

8th Place with many individual 1st place finishes at the State of Indiana Science Olympiad.  

The competition was held on the Indiana University Bloomington campus in March. The many 

hours of studying, building and practicing was definitely acknowledged by the awards received. 

Way to go, Science O! 
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Civic Leadership Winner 
Thanks to the involvement of American Legion Post 16 in Munster and 7th/8th grade social studies 

teacher, Andrea Cusimano, STMS students participated in the “Americanism & Government” 

Program offered state-wide by the Indiana American Legion.  

After a detailed course of study, students submitted essays and were tested on the subject matter. 

Thousands of entries from across the state of Indiana were submitted, first at the local level and 

then at the regional level for those who prevailed.  

Local finalists from St. Thomas More School in the 

“Americanism & Government” Program were Olivia 

Crescent, Adeline Drake, Everett Fehr and Patrick Cullars.  

Finalists were then submitted at the state level. We are happy 

to announce that our very own Patrick Cullars was the 

Indiana State winner for 7th Grade and he received his award 

at the State of Indiana Convention in April. Well done, Patrick!  
 

Indiana State D.A.R.E. Winner 
Each year, 5th grade students throughout the State of Indiana 

participate in the D.A.R.E. (Drug & Alcohol Resistance 

Education) Program, culminating with a graduation. Here at 

STMS, the course is led by Munster Police & D.A.R.E. Officer, 

James Ghrist, who instructs our students about making healthy,  

safe life choices, as well as internet safety and bullying. 

As part of the program, students can participate in a D.A.R.E. 

Poster Contest.  

St. Thomas More School 5th grade student, Caitlyn Companik, is the State of Indiana D.A.R.E. Poster 

Contest Winner, chosen from thousands of entries statewide.  

Great job, Caitlyn, we are so proud of you! 



  

                        

 

Alumni Birthdays

(cont’d)  

January 
 

John Folta ('93) 

Jim Giorgio ('81) 

Leo Glueckert ('56) 

Robyn Hauer ('09) 

Katherine Pellar Hurey ('96) 

Grace Huss ('10) 

Mary Jen ('61) 

Karen Gerlach Joyce ('79) 

Susie Boyle Kinsella ('90) 

Andrea Weber Knesek ('66) 

Gerald Knesek ('65) 

Gregory Krupinski ('96) 

Candis Wojcik Lang ('78) 

April Glueckert Laventure 

Emily Long ('13) 

Edward May ('72) 

Samantha Mccarthy ('02) 

James Mesterharm ('64) 

Fred Mikler ('95) 

Judy Lebryk Millspaugh ('67) 

Ronald Mola ('72) 

James Moss ('09) 

Greg Nowak ('84) 

Sarah Alanza Obrien ('96) 

Daniel O'Shea ('16) 

Bryan Pajor ('75) 

Jonathan Pasyk ('09) 

Mark Pfister ('86) 

Celeste Phelps ('63) 

Judith Leask Pikula ('75) 

Howard Portz ('62) 

Anne Puntillo ('96) 

Judith Girman Rauscher ('65) 

Eileen Collins Sheets ('79) 

Leo Smith ('17) 

Shelby Taylor ('05) 

Thomas Towne ('69) 

Eugene Uram ('54) 

Alexander Uzubell ('17) 

Christopher Wolf ('67) 

Brandon Zamora ('16) 

James Zemkewicz ('08) 
 

February 
 

Madeline Andrzejewski ('17) 

Sally Matz Bartz ('72) 

Shelley Smith Baumgartner ('66) 
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 St. Thomas More School More Good News 

Thankful for Their Service to STMS 
As another wonderful school year comes to a close at St. Thomas More School, we bid farewell to 

some very special people, who have served STMS for a collective 55 years. 

Words cannot adequately express our gratitude for the countless hours of knowledge, compassion and 

inspiration these staff members have shared with our students and staff and we send them our deepest 

thanks and best wishes as they begin their next life-chapters as retirees. 
 

We are happy to share with you their thoughts as they retire: 
 

Laura Banach 
5th/6th Grade Social Studies Teacher 

“As I near my retirement, I find myself thinking about the number of amazing 

friendships I have gained over the past 14 years at St. Tom’s.  Although I will 

miss all of these wonderful students, parents, faculty and staff, I look forward 

to some time to relax and enjoy the “simple pleasures” of life. Thank you,  

St. Thomas More, for all the wonderful memories I hold in my heart!” 
 

Bettianne Hackett 
Student Special Services  

“Education has completely turned around since I started 

teaching in 1968, but I am glad to have ended my career at St. Tom’s.  

I look forward to, but am a little intimidated by, all the time I will have to fill, 

but I guess that’s a good problem to have. 

Thank you to all the students, parents and faculty that I have worked with over 

the years. One doesn’t stay at the same job for over 25 years unless you like 

what you do. So…..thank you, again!” 
 

Suzanne Lusk 
Health Coordinator 

“I have spent 16 wonderful years here at St. Thomas More. The faculty and 

staff are a second family to me. I have enjoyed the opportunity to assist all of 

the students. It has been a great pleasure to see the students grow from being 

small children to young adults. We have had amazing families come through 

STMS throughout my time here. I wish to thank the students, parents, 

grandparents and the many lovely people I have worked with for your love 

and support throughout the years. While I am excited about my retirement,  

I am going to truly miss walking through these school doors each day.” 

Remembering Members of Our STMS Family  
Rest in Peace Sisters Rose Joseph & Amata Mitchell 

Ann Mitchell Modlin formerly known as Sister Amata Mitchell O.S.B., joined the Sisters of Saint 

Benedict in 1942. She became a music teacher and band director and one of 

the places served was St. Thomas More School. 

Sister Amata’s career spanned over 20 years. She 

passed away on December 22, 2017. Ann Mitchell 

Modlin was 93 years old and a longtime resident of 

Deerfield, IL. 
 

Sister Rose Joseph Kennebeck, who served at St. 

Thomas More School as both a teacher and in the 

Pastoral Care ministry, passed away on May 15, 

2018. Sr. Rose Joseph was 88 years old and was 

residing at the Benedictine mother house in Rock 

Island, IL.  

 

Alumni Birthdays 
Continued from Page 3... 

Paul Martin ('61) 

Frank Kowalski ('63) 

Karl Linden ('63) 

Kathleen Klage ('65) 

Joan Bogner Schafer ('67) 

Carol Kohan ('69) 

Ronald Garzinski 

Karen Gallas Frevert ('72) 

Mary Beth Collins Milos ('75) 

Maureen Costello Scheller ('75) 

David Dublak ('76) 

Michael Condos ('76) 

Alice Fenyes Cagney ('77) 

Jacquelyn O'Drobinak Prater ('77) 

Peggy Collins Masse ('77) 

Kurt Pfister ('81) 

Kathleen Przybyla ('80) 

Tom Hemingway ('82) 

Melissa Bados Gay ('81) 

Kip Simmons ('83) 

Michael Smosna ('88) 

Ann Zurawski Rhineberger ('94) 

Jamie Huck ('96) 

Anne McShane Massie ('01) 

Ashley Taylor ('02) 

Meagan Yothment ('04) 

Audrey  Bickel ('06) 

Shelby Sarnowski ('07) 

Christopher Yothment ('07) 

Tate Hickey ('08) 

Luke Hilbrich ('08) 

Austin Tucker ('11) 

Mackenzie Huck ('14) 

Ella McComis ('15) 

Sean O'Rourke ('16) 

Gina Vellutini ('16) 

Tyler Krucina ('16) 

Isabella Scalzo ('16) 

Mateo Villarreal ('17) 

Elizabeth Hanas ('16) 

Michael Fugger ('16) 

Mary Buksa ('17) 

Joshua Burgos-Diaz ('17) 

Michael Dempsey ('17) 

Martin Gard ('95) 

Joseph Stodola ('77) 

Theresa Eschenbach Dederer ('63) 



  

                        

 

Alumni Birthdays 

(cont’d)  

February 
 

Louise Andreani Carr ('85) 

Diane Hodor Case ('72) 

John Crist ('68) 

Paul Czapkowicz ('85) 

Sarah Dahlkamp Duffala ('70) 

Thomas Fetzko ('70) 

Heriberto Flores ('06) 

Robert Garzinski ('64) 

David Glowacki ('57) 

Margaret Rippey Gonzales ('81) 

Kailyn Green ('17) 

Nicolas Hernandez ('16) 

Holly Kaim ('17) 

Linda Grothouse Kinzer ('63) 

John Klyczek ('74) 

Alexander Korfiatis ('17) 

Heather Krucek ('96) 

Kevin Kurz ('81) 

Jeffrey Lasky ('76) 

Moira Murphy Lebryk ('71) 

Veronica Mihalo Levine ('63) 

Leann Lasky Maggart ('75) 

Kara McShane ('06) 

Ben Michalak ('95) 

Michael Morgan ('93) 

Janice Mazur Moser ('71) 

Genevieve Mrvan ('17) 

Claire Osmulski ('17) 

Isabella Perez ('16) 

Anthony Reynolds ('17) 

John Rudakas ('75) 

Marian Meisterling Schilling ('68) 

Virgil Slivka ('73) 

Carol Beckman Stuber ('81) 

Donald Takacs ('57) 

Liz Wheeler ('96) 

Joann Wleklinski ('70) 
 

March 
 

Bethany Askew ('17) 

Sofie Bensley ('16) 

Susan Dahlkamp Boudi ('60) 

Aiden Boukal ('17) 

Jennifer Langer Britt ('89) 

Laura Anthony Bukowski ('92) 

Daniel Buksa ('81) 

 

 

St. Thomas More School More Good News 
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Catholic Schools Week  
Each year St. Thomas More School participates in Catholic Schools Week, a celebration of nearly 

8,000 Catholic schools nationwide, to highlight the benefits and advantages of a Catholic school 

education. One of our favorite CSW events is the recognition of those who have helped the  

St. Thomas More School family by their 

contributions to our school, its students and 

the community at large.  

We are happy to share with you the 2018 St. 

Thomas More School Honorees of 

Distinction. 

 

Brad Hemingway 
2018 Distinguished Alumni  
Brad Hemingway, STMS Class of 1975, has 

lead a life steeped in service to others and 

attributes his desire to serve to the scholastic 

and spiritual guidance he received as a 

student of St. Thomas More School, making 

his formative years the foundation for his 

adult philanthropy.   

Brad has continued to serve the community in 

a multitude of ways. His civic work includes 

leadership roles on the Munster Chamber of 

Commerce and the Munster Education 

Foundation. He now serves as Director and 

board member of Planting Possibilities, a  

non-profit organization with the mission of 

providing job-skills training, employment and 

volunteer opportunities to adults with autism 

and other developmental disabilities. He is 

also an integral part of the BestBuddies 

program throughout NWI. 

Brad and his wife, Amy, have three grown 

children, all active STM parishioners. Brad’s parish activities include Msgr. Weis Knights of 

Columbus and the parish Garden Club.  
 

Mike & Tina Boyle 
Belief in Catholic Education 2018 

Mike and Tina Boyle have led a lifetime of dedication to Catholic education. 

 Each a product of Catholic elementary, secondary and collegiate schools, their belief in 

the academic strength and moral foundation a Catholic education provides is something 

that they wanted their children to experience as well.  

Their three children, Susie, Mike and Amy, are all alumni of STMS and to date, the five 

“local” grandchildren are current St. Thomas More School students or alumni 

themselves.  

In addition to a long history of Catholic education for the Boyles, STMS was blessed 

with Tina’s educational guidance as she served as first a teacher, and then Assistant 

Principal at St. Thomas More, serving our school for a total of 26 years before her 

retirement in 2015.   
Today, Tina and Mike are both happily retired and spend many hours with their twelve 

grandchildren. They remain active in the St. Thomas More parish through a variety of 

activities including the St. Vincent de Paul Society and the Ushers Club and we are 
happy to announce their selection as this year’s Belief in Catholic Education recognition. 

For more  
information about 
 St. Thomas More 

School  
or to schedule a personal 

tour, please contact: 

Pam Pasyk 

ppasyk@stm-school.com  

(219) 836-9151, #309 
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  St. Thomas More School More Good News 

 

John Powers 
Above & Beyond Award 2018 

This award is given annually in appreciation of extraordinary 

contributions of time and talent for the benefit of  

St. Thomas More School and its students. This year’s recipient 

exemplifies these qualifications. 

John Power , the current Athletic Director has served for three years on 

the STMS Athletic Commission with enthusiasm. He has diligently 

worked with the CYO (Catholic Youth Organization), uniform 

distribution, gym supervision and a host of other services. John has 

given countless hours of time and dedication so that our students can 

participate in safe and fun athletic activities. 

John and his wife, Kim, are the parents of two STMS students, 

Brooke (7th grade) and Jack (4th grade). In addition, John has served 

as a volleyball coach, is an active member of our parish and serves as 

a festival volunteer and church greeter. 
 

Mary Jo Biscan 
Staff Member of the Year 2018 
Recognized for her outstanding dedication and her loving service to the entire St. Thomas More 

School family, Mary Jo Biscan has always illustrated exemplary Catholic values in her work and 

personal life. Beginning her “work” at St. Thomas More School as a parent volunteer, her love of 

STMS and its students quickly led to employment in the school library and then as an 

administrative assistant in the school office, where her cheerful disposition made visits to the office 

a pleasure for students, parents and staff for over 10 years. For the past 7 years she has worked in 

the finance office where she happily extends her work ministry to include procurement and 

accounts payable while assisting school families with tuition inquiries and a host of other “jobs”.  

Mary Jo feels that her time spent at STMS has truly been a rewarding journey and believes that the 

work of Jesus is ever-present in our lives and those we interact with daily.  

Mary Jo enjoys spending time with her husband, Rob, their three grown children, Matthew, Katie 

and Jacob, and their families.  

Katie Connelly 
Teacher of the Year 2018 

The pathway to teaching was an unconventional one for Katie 

Connelly, who began her working life in the business world. But her 

love of children and a true calling to help others led her to seek a 

profession in education. 

What began as a parent volunteer experience, quickly turned into a 

quest for a teaching degree after Katie served as a teacher’s assistant at 

the Weis Center where the spark for teaching children was ignited. For 

several years, Katie successfully navigated a busy family, part-time 

work and her studies to earn her degree in Elementary Education, and 

the rest is history. We were very fortunate that Katie chose STMS to 

begin her professional teaching career and our third grade students 

have been the lucky recipients of her love, dedication and knowledge 

ever since. She prides herself in the positive impact she makes daily 

and enjoys seeing her students thrive both academically and spiritually 

as she inspires them to be young scholars and prepares them for the 

Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. One of her greatest joys is seeing 

their scholastic growth and deeper faith as they journey through third grade.  

Katie and her husband, Kevin, are the proud parents of two children, Mary Rose (STMS ‘15) and 

Jimmy (STMS ‘17) and she enjoys crafts, reading and time spent with family and friends when she’s 

not at school. We feel blessed every day that “Mrs. Connelly” has chosen to share her talents and 

kindness with the students of St. Thomas More School.   

“The meaning  

of life is to find 

your gift.   

The purpose  

of life is to  

give it away”. 
Pablo Picasso 
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STMS Athletic Update 
 

STMS Successful at Diocesan Meet 
The St. Thomas More School Boys & Girls 7th/8th Grade Track Team recently finished in 3rd Place 

at the Diocesan Track Finals. Jacob Cipowski, Zoie Bailey and Daniella Nahnsen all finished in 1st 

Place in their respective events. 

Congratulations, also, to the 5th/6th Grade Track Team who finished as the Diocesan runner-up.  

Great job, athletes! 

8th Grade Outstanding Athletes 
Each year we honor our outgoing student athletes at the annual 8th Grade Athletic Banquet, held for 

students and their parents. The following students, as chosen by 

the 8th grade student body, were recognized for their 

outstanding leadership skills, hard work to improve themselves 

and their teammates, a Christian attitude on and off the field of 

play and good sportsmanship: 
 

Erica Garcia & Anna Kleszynski 
Co-Recipients of the Colleen Lusk Memorial Award 

The Colleen Lusk Memorial Award 

is presented to a female athlete (or 

athletes) each year. Given in honor 

of Colleen Lusk, a 2011 graduate 

of St. Thomas More School, who 

demonstrated a positive attitude 

and tremendous faith during her 

lifelong battle with Cystic Fibrosis 

and inspired all who crossed her path. Her legacy continues to motivate 

our community towards a spirit of service and giving. 
 

Jacob Cipowski 
Recipient of the George H. Porter Memorial Award 

The George H. Porter Memorial Award is presented to a male student 

athlete. This award is named after St. Thomas More School's first 

Athletic Director, George H. Porter, who served at STMS from 1965 to 

1982 and is presented to the student who embodies qualities of good 

sportsmanship and leadership. 

 

Alumni Birthdays 
Continued from Page 7... 

 

Edmund Bryzgalski ('67) 

Karen Pfister O'Malley ('80) 

Carrie Balzer ('96) 

Tracey Paunicka Russell ('76) 
 

August  
Michael Engleton ('60) 

Karen Morris Vessely ('60) 

Clara Stimac Atwater ('63) 

Joseph McShane ('67) 

Maria Thoesen Runyon ('69) 

Melody Fisher ('70) 

Maureen Tobin ('73) 

David Rentfro ('75) 

Colleen Snow ('77) 

Michael Cleve ('82) 

David Titak ('87) 

Robert Shimko ('91) 

Valerie Maslankowski ('97) 

Kathryn Helfen 

Melissa Beary Moffitt ('07) 

Jordan Kusiak ('08) 

Douglas Bickel ('08) 

Daniel Straka ('10) 

Anthony Zaleski ('10) 

Rachel Jamrose ('11) 

Jared Benson ('11) 

Brianna Mossburg ('13) 

Alejandro Flores ('15) 

Trina Pappas ('16) 

James Connelly ('17) 

Antonio Medina ('16) 

Aleena Mongerie ('17) 

William O'Brien ('75) 

Collin Majszak ('07) 

Matthew Pfister ('74) 

Danielle Delaney ('96) 

Mark Fijut ('79) 

Amy Folta Grabowy ('91) 

Dean Reynolds ('62) 

Joseph Hemingway ('75) 
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Another Great Year Comes to an End 
 

Congratulations STMS Class of 2018! 
We Welcome 65 New St. Thomas More School Alumni 

We are proud to announce the Commencement of the STMS Class of 2018! 

Each of these  accomplished students have added much to the tapestry of the St. Thomas More 

School family and we send with them our heartfelt congratulations and best wishes for a lifetime 

of happiness, health and success!    

Construction Update 
One year ago, the major renovation project started at St. Thomas More School and Church.   

We are excited to share that we now have AIR CONDITIONING throughout the whole building! 

The students, teachers and staff were not sweating the last days of school! In addition we added,  

 New heat and air conditioning in all classrooms and throughout the church and school 

building.  This includes new VRV units, boilers and air handlers. 

 A new 480 power feed and high capacity transformers from NIPSCO. 

 New electrical wiring where needed. 

 New fiber backbone. 

 New network drops and access points. 

 Remodeled restrooms in the church and main school floor. 

 New fire, intercom and phone systems. 

The contractors are now completing work on the controls and balancing the system and are finishing 

the final punch-list of items to be completed. 

We are excited that this project is nearing completion and look forward to the positive impact the 

new systems will have on our school and church. Areas impacted by the improvement construction 

include the classroom environments, used by the students and staff, and the worship and ministry 

spaces used throughout the church and main building by our parishioners. 

Alumni  

Wedding 

Anniversaries 

June  
Jane Frances Wohler ('73) &  

John Kralik 

Jerome ('58) & Carol Ciesla  

Robert (’76) & Louise Sipes  

Jacquelyn O'Drobinak ('77) & 

 Michael Prater 

Tracey Paunicka ('76) &  

Gregory Russell 

Candis Wojcik ('78) & S 

tephen Lang 

Al ('85) & Traci Zabrecky  

Julie Simon ('92) & Hossein Fatemi 

Sara Frigo ('99) & James Davis 

Megan Muta ('05) & Austin Bonta 

Brandon ('05) & Erica Lopez  

James ('58) & Marita Siegel  

Kenneth ('62) & Catherine Mertens  

Eric ('76) & Georgina Medina  

Michael ('88) & Shawn Smosna  

 

July  
John ('54) & Kathleen McQuillan 

Patrick ('63) & Kim Tilka  

Roger ('69) & Gail Clark 

 Susan Resler ('69) & George 

Livarchik 

Leann Lasky ('75) & Brad Maggart 

Dave ('78) & Carolyn Reppa (’78) 

Blocher  

Maria Thoesen ('69) &  

Greg Runyon 

Mark ('79) & Cheryl Fijut 

John ('96) & Laura Hanrahan 

Laura Ortiz ('95) &  

Rudy Hernandez 

Thomas ('52) & Joan Milne  

Natalie Folta ('89) & Kevin Krembs 

Linda Tybik ('79) & Mike Madonia 

 

August  
Howard ('62) & Linda Portz  

Letha Smith ('70) & Terrance 

Walsh 

Joseph ('67) & Maria McShane 
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St. Thomas More 

School 
Educating the  

Whole Child in the  

Values of Jesus & Mary 
8435 Calumet Avenue 

Munster, IN 46321 

(219) 836-9151 

www.stm-school.com 

 

Update  

Alumni Information 
Update your contact 

information, or that of a friend 

or family member by contacting  

Karen Leluga at  

(219) 836-9151, #2307 or  

kleluga@stm-school.com 

 

Refer a young family  

to STMS: 
Contact Pam Pasyk at  

(219) 836-9151, #2309 or 

ppasyk@stm-school.com 

for school information or to 

schedule a tour.  

 

  

Alumni  

Anniversaries  

Continued from Page 11... 
Jeffrey ('76) & Karen Lasky  

Jim ('70) & Susan Roedel  

Gregory ('82) & Jennifer 

Janusonis ('85) Zabrecky 

Geralynn Regeski ('80) & John 

Schneider 

Michael ('82) & Kerrie Cleve  

Anne McShane ('01) & 

Benjamin Massie 

Michael ('93) & Hilary Morgan 

Michael ('58) & Mary Vaughn  

Alice Fenyes ('77) & John 

Cagney 

Ron ('84) & Lynn Marlowe  

Upcoming STMS Events  

Alumni Night at the Festival 
Friday June 22, 2018 

6:00 p.m.—10:00 p.m. 

 

First Annual Golf Classic 
Monday, July 30, 2018 

12:00 p.m. at Briar Ridge County Club 

 
National Night Out Against Crime 

Tuesday, August 7, 2018 
Visit our booth at the Munster Community Pool 

from 5:00 p.m.— 9:00 p.m. 

Back to School Fair 

Saturday & Sunday, August 11 &12 
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. in the Gym 

Purchase gym clothes, visit with the School 

Advisory Council, Parent Association & 

Athletics, receive your child’s classroom 

assignment, pay Parent Association dues/fees, 

speak with clubs & organizations and lots more! 
 

Back to School Night  
Tuesday & Wednesday August 21 & 22 
7 p.m. Parents/Guardians are welcome to join us 

Save the Date for This Tasty Event!  
Brews & Bites 

 (formerly known as Burgers & Brews)  

is back! 
It’s back and it will be better than ever. 

Join us for one of Northwest Indiana’s 

premier events. 

Visit with fellow alumni, school families, 

alumni families and parishioners while 

enjoying the best “tastes” in the area! 

We will once again be sampling beer and 

food treats from local breweries and 

restaurants.  

Friday October 5, 2018.   
Wicker Park Pavilion — Highland 

 

Planning is underway for this wonderful 

adult only event so mark your calendars!  

Pre-sale information for the event will be 

available soon.   

Please watch our Facebook page and 

school website for all updates and the 

ticket sales link! 

First Day of School — Wednesday, August 15, 2018 
Another great year begins at St. Thomas More School! 

Brews and Bites 
Friday, October 5, 2018 

Wicker Memorial Park in Highland. Join us for this fun school fundraiser and sample delicious 

offerings and craft beer from local establishments. There’s live music, too! 
 

Stay Tuned… 
There’s always something exciting going on at St. Thomas More School, so be sure to check out 

St. Thomas More Church & School Facebook page.  

 


