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St. Thomas More School 
inherently helps our students 
develop strong, faith-based 
leadership qualities. The scope of 
education is changing in our 
country, so we are enhancing and 
cultivating the student 
experience within our school.  
Student focused, project-based 
learning is the necessary shift to 
help our students prepare for 
college and careers. We are also 
mindful of the need for positive 
digital citizenship. We are 
incorporating it within our daily 
lessons to give and teach 
awareness in this social media 
world.  
 

E-Learning Days are a 
component of our technology 
program that we are proud to 
incorporate at St. Thomas More 
School, allowing students to 
work at home when the weather 
prohibits time in school. Our 1:1 
use of devices gives our students 
the advantage to learn necessary 
skills and to incorporate proper 
digital citizenship on a daily 
basis.  

As we have successfully completed 
the AdvancEd accreditation process 
for this cycle, we have determined 
specific areas to focus our attention 
and resources. Data analysis and 
usage to drive instruction will be at 
the forefront of student engagement.  
 

A future facilities plan is another 
area on which we will continue to 
focus. After completing Phase 1 of 
the school and parish project, we are 
moving toward Phase 2. 
Moving the Preschool and Pre-
Kindergarten programs from the 
Weis Center to the main building is 
the first step.  
 
The last area is offering focused 
professional development for our 
teachers, prioritizing the needs of 
the teachers so that they can stay on 
top of best practices within the 
classroom. They will be given the 
opportunity to hone their skills. The 
professional development will be 
grade and content level appropriate.  
 

We ask our teachers to stay diligent 
in being examples of leaders in the 
Catholic faith. We continue to 

provide a traditional Catholic 
education while focusing on service  
learning and community 
involvement. These priorities will 
help our students become well 
rounded leaders today and for years 
to come.  
 

We are very excited about what the 
future holds at St. Thomas More 
School.  
 
Sincerely,  
Dr. Samantha Francis 

On December 5, 2018, after  a 
courageous 27-month battle against 
brain cancer, St. Thomas More School 
lost a beloved member of its 
community.  
 
Mr. Jay Harker was Principal at STMS 
from August 2015 to May 2018. He 
will be remembered for his kind, 
unselfish, giving soul and, although 
his tenure at our school was short, the 
impact on the lives of everyone he 
encountered will always be 
remembered and he will forever be 
part of our loving school family.  
To know Jay, was to love Jay. His 
presence and caring spirit will be 
deeply missed.  

Prior to his passing, Jay requested 
all donations to St. Thomas More 
School be used for an educational 
scholarship in his memory.  
 
Please keep Debra Harker, Jay’s 
children and their entire family in 
your prayers.  
 
Rest in Peace, Mr. Harker. 

A Letter from Our Principal 

In Remembrance of Former Principal Jay Harker  

Mr. Jay Harker 

Former STMS Principal  

 

 

Jay Harker  

Memorial Scholarship 

If you wish to make a donation to 
the Jay Harker Memorial 

 Scholarship Fund, please go to: 
https://tinyurl.com/yxtn2feu  
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We were blessed to have St. Thomas 
More School (STMS) Class of 2010 alum 
and parishioner, Steven Caraher, join our 
school community on Tuesday, 
November 27th.  
 

Beginning with the All School Mass, 
Steven, who is a seminarian at St. Mary 
of the Lake in Mundelein, IL, visited with 
grades 5 to 8 to discuss his calling to the 
priesthood and answer questions about 
his time as an STMS student. Steven was 
asked: 
 

What is your average day like at 
Mundelein  Seminary?  
 

“I usually wake up at 6:30 a.m., wash up, 
and head on over for morning prayer 
and Mass at our beautiful chapel at 
 7:15 a.m. After a quick breakfast, we 
begin our classes at 9:15 a.m., have lunch 

at noon, and complete all of our classes 
by 4:00 p.m. During the evening, I’ll split 
my time between hanging out and 
relaxing with my brother seminarians 
and studying. After a Rosary and night 
prayer, I’ll head on off to bed around 
10:30 p.m. to get ready to start another 
day.”  
 
What 3 things influenced you the 
most?  
 

“When I was really young, I felt quite 
attracted to the idea of priesthood for 
three reasons. First, I really liked all the 
fancy and colorful vestments the priest 
got to wear on the altar. Second, I loved 
to sing, and the priest got to sing a lot 
during Mass. Third, and what I thought 
most important, a priest only has to 
work on Sundays! (Imagine me finding 
out that wasn’t the case!).  As I grew 
older and became an altar server, I 
began growing more attracted to the 
sacramental aspect of the priesthood.                  
I began to fall in love with the Mass as I 
learned about the beauty and intricacy 
of the liturgy. With that love came a 
strong desire to celebrate the Mass and 
all the sacraments. 
 

When I graduated from STMS and went 
to Munster High School, I was really 
hungry for the truth about our faith. I 
began to pour over as much material as I 
could get my hands on discussing 
church teaching and doctrine, and I 
found a beautifully sound and connected 
faith. During this time, I really felt a 
strong calling to the priesthood, but I 
put that call on the back-burner. I 
wanted to do what I wanted with my 
life, and then maybe when I was older 

I’d begin thinking seriously about the 
priesthood. 
 

When I went to college, being away 
from my friends and family for the 
first time was a real challenge.  
I lost sight of my identity in the mix of 
the excitement and confusion of a  
college lifestyle. But by the grace of 
God, I was led to join a bible study, 
run by the student Catholic group, and 
began to truly understand the Catholic 
faith as a real, living relationship 

between us and God.  
This relational aspect that I had not  
seriously considered before 
challenged me once again with a call 
to priesthood, and after discerning 
this call, I decided to enter the 
seminary after my graduation from 
Indiana University.” 
 
What did you enjoy when you 
visited with STMS students 
recently? 
 

“Coming back to STMS filled me with  
a lot of nostalgia! It made me feel like  
I had only graduated a few years ago. 
What I was most impressed with 
during my visit was the students' 
deep interest about seminary and 
vocations, as well as their great 
questions!  
It was truly a blessing to get the  
opportunity to visit STMS!” 
 
Thanks, Steven. It was an honor 
and a blessing to have you here!  

Alumni Spotlight  

Mr. Steven Caraher — STMS Class of 2010 
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In December, the entire St. Thomas 
More School student body prayed the 
Rosary in Spanish, enjoyed corn 
elotes & mariachi music to honor Our 
Lady of Guadalupe.  
 

The Day of the Virgin of Guadalupe  
(Dia de la Virgen de Guadalupe) is a 
Catholic feast day commemorating 
Juan Diego’s encounter with the 
Virgin Mary at Tepeyac, Mexico in 
December of 1531, when she spoke 
to Juan, sent him to his Bishop with a 
message to build a chapel at Tepeyac.  

Celebrating Our  
Lady of Guadalupe  

Bishop Hying Visits  
St. Thomas More  
School 
Bishop Hying has visited St. Thomas 
More School on a regular basis. 
Recently, he celebrated Mass and 
prayed with the students of STMS and 
held a Q & A with the students, 
answering questions about vocations, 
the priesthood, and his life. It was 
informative and spiritually motivating.  

We are grateful to our Bishop who 
supports the mission & purpose of a 
Catholic education. 

The 8th grade members of our school and 
Religious Formation Program recently 
spent a day in "retreat" preparing for their 
upcoming Confirmation.  
 

Students participated in a variety of 
activities and faith-building exercises led 
by a NET Ministries team, broke bread (or 
in this case "pizza") and spent quiet 
reflection time in church. 
 

We hope that this special day prepared 
our students to accept the responsibility 
for their faith and destiny in Christ. May 
God bless these students! 

Confirmation  
Retreat 

Mass With Your Class!  
A new event at St. Thomas More 
School this year is Mass with Your 
Class. These monthly gatherings pair 
the love of  our faith and the 
strength of our school family for 
Sunday mornings at Mass, followed 
by fellowship with coffee, juice and 

the children’s favorite part, donuts.  
The events have been widely popular 
and offer our school students more time 
to bond with classmates, siblings a 

chance to know one anther better and 
parents a time to relax and enjoy the 
company of other parents.  
 

Our most recent Mass with Your Class 
welcomed Preschool, Pre-Kindergarten 
and Kindergarten families. We can’t wait 
to get started all over again in the fall.  
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There’s Always a Lot of Fun in Our School “Fun”draisers! 
Behind every great school is a team of educators, parents and volunteers who share the mission and vision for making that great 
school greater. At STM School, we have been blessed with many dynamic individuals who, when given a task, form teams to  
create awesome, fun events that bring us together as a community, parish and school to raise much needed funds for our school. 
Hats off to our dedicated parent committee members for bringing us several memorable fundraisers this year! 

Golf Classic Sponsors 
Airey Financial Group/Kathleen Sudac  

Albert’s Diamond Jewelers  
American Community Bank  

Andy & Tanya Power  
Aquamist Plumbing & Lawn Sprinkling, Inc.  

Arley Blair State Farm Insurance 
Community Foundation of NWI 

Dan Dumezich 
Dave & Sheila Bouton  

Don Powers Agency, Inc.  
James and Sons Fine Jewelers 

Kish Funeral Home 
Knights of Columbus 
Korellis Roofing, Inc. 

Minotti Financial Group  
Old World Jewelers 

Orangetheory Fitness  
PalletMaxx  

Peoples Bank 
Popa Heating and Cooling  

Popovich Dental Corporation 
ProvenIT 

Rapid Pest Solutions 
RBN Insurance Services 

Rubix Services  
Smith Sersic Law Firm  
Syska Hennessy Group 

Taubensee Steel and Wire Company 
The Bickel Family 

 The Delgado Family 
The Feeney Family 

The Gard Family 
The Infusino Family  
The Leluga Family  
The Miller Family  

The Pagorek Family  
Thermosystems Inc. 

Vanis Salon and Day Spa 
Brews & Bites Sponsors 

18th Street Brewery  
Burns-Kish Funeral Home 

Byway Brewing  
Cavalier Inn  

Chris Jones, Coldwell Banker  
Ciao Bella  

Doc's  
Dyer Bank & Trust  
Flights Tap Room  

Fotio 
Frank Mrvan, Trustee  
Freddy's Steakhouse  

George Patrick Associates  
John & Barb Power  

Kitaro  
Lifeway Foods  

Little Italy  
Orthodontic Specialists, P.C. 

Pagorek Family 
Phree Salon 

Brews & Bites 2018 
Set in an outdoor backdrop of the Wicker Park Pavilion and a sea of falling 
October leaves, our third annual Brews & Bites offered 300+ guests another 
fantastic night of live music and samplings from area restaurants and breweries. 
By night’s end, guests had crowned their favorite local eateries, sending three 
home with the coveted “Best Bites” cutting board. Our thanks to all who joined us 
and to all who participated in the night’s festivities.  

Inaugural Golf Classic 
A perfect summer day awaited area golfers as St. Thomas More School hosted a 
very successful inaugural Golf Classic on July 30, 2018 at nearby Briar Ridge 
Country Club. The sight of golf carts holding over 100 guest golfers ready to begin 
a day on the links was exciting. We are grateful to all who contributed and look 
forward to greeting even more participants this year on July 29, 2019. 

EagleFest 2019 
Three bouncy houses, countless games and prizes, sand art, a cake walk, carnival 
food and endless other activities awaited our students as they entered the gym on 
February 8th, making this a festive and fun family night. Our thanks to all who 
contributed their gifts of time, talent and treasure to provide an enjoyable and 
safe family evening for our students and their guests. We can’t wait til next year! 

St. Thomas More School More Good News 
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Mass of the Toys 
The annual Mass of the Toys reminds our 
students to help other children in need of 
kindness at Christmas, as each brings a 
new wrapped toy for a child of someone 
incarcerated at the  Michigan City prison 
during a very special All School Mass.  

St. Vincent de Paul  
Food Drive 
Our monthly SVDP food drives help provide 
necessities for the needy in our area. 
December’s drive is always our largest. 

 

 Pizza with Santa 
Our St. Tom’s students had a great 
night  on November 30th at the 
school’s annual Pizza with Santa!  

Each year, this special evening offers 
an opportunity for St. Tom’s 
students, siblings and parents to 
celebrate the holiday season 
together.  

Christmas Concerts 
A Christmas Concert, featuring the vocal 
talents of our K to 4th grade students,  
treated family and friends to a musical 
journey around the world, providing  an 
enjoyable, and adorable, musical event. 
 

The annual Christmas Band Concert never 
disappoints, providing a toe-tapping 
evening of Christmas music and a lively 
sing-a-long to set the holiday spirit.  
 

We are fortunate to have a strong music 
program at St. Thomas More School and 
thank music teacher, Pat Fointno and 
band director, Rick Mlynarski for sharing 
their talents to educate the “whole” child. 

 
Feast Days for  

St. Lucy & St. Nicholas 
Christmas is a time of many  
traditions at St. Thomas More School, 
beginning with a visit from St. Lucy 
and St Nicholas on their feast days. 
 

These saints visit classrooms,  
describing what their life was like 
and why they were chosen as saints. 
 

Those students awaiting St. Nick, put 
a shoe in the hallway in hopes that St. 
Nick would fill it with a special treat. 
They were not disappointed! 

A  Season of Giving:  Finding the True Joy of the Season 

Festive food, pizza and lots of activities, 
and of course, a visit from the "Man in 
Red", made this a memorable night for 
our younger students and their families.  

Our thanks to the committee and to all 
who donated time. And a special thanks 
to Santa, who took time out of his busy  
December schedule to spend an evening 
with our children. 
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The Music Man Jr. 

Another outstanding St. Thomas More 
School fall musical production is in the 
books and we could not be prouder of our 
cast and crew.  

The Music Man, Jr. featuring some of  
musical theater’s most iconic songs filled 
with wit, warmth and good old-fashioned 
tunes was held in a November for a five-day 
run.  From the costumes, to the scenery, to 
the acting and singing, this show 
entertained a packed house nightly and 
delighted guests of all ages. 
 

Hats off to Ms. Angie Lorandos, directors, 
musicians and parent volunteers for their 
hard work and support of our 130+ student 
actors, choir and crew. Bravo! 

 

STMS Excels in American Legion Contests 
In December, officers of American 
Legion Post 16 in Munster visited the 
students of St. Thomas More School to 
announce finalists in their annual 4th 
grade American Flag Education and 
the 7th/8th grade Americanism Essay 
programs. 
 

Nearly 20,000 grade level students 
throughout the State of IN participated 
in these programs, requiring an 
extensive study course followed by a 
corresponding composition and test.  
 

We are proud to announce that St. 
Thomas More School had several 
students recognized as Post 16 
winners and one student recognized 
as a district winner.  

S.O. Team Remains 
A big congratulations to the STMS 
Science Olympiad (S.O.) Team, who 
finished in third place at the 
Regional S.O. Competition, held at 
Purdue Northwest. This epic finish 
was a best for STMS, with every 
student medaling in one or more 
events. 
 

The team continued on to the state  
finals at the Indiana State Science 

Olympiad Competition, held in 
Bloomington, IN in March. 
 

Months of dedication, studying and 
practice culminated with several 
individual STMS students placing in the 
Top Ten (out of 36 teams) at the state 
level. 
 

Thanks to Science Olympiad coach and 
7th/8th Science teacher, Ms. Caitlin 
Kotarski and to all our parent volunteers.  

Fourth grade American Flag Education 
finalists were Evelyn Koncalovic and 
Mateo Buenostro, the District 1 male 
winner. Mateo’s essay continued on to 
the state competition.  
 

7th/8th grade students recognized by 
Post 16: Patrick Cullars, Edan Czarobski, 
Reyna Layous and STMS student Lillie 
Borzenski, who continued on to state. 
Our thanks to American Legion 
members Joe Simonetto, Joe Uzubell, 
Guy 'Buzz' Seydel, Len Walavich and 
Bernie Tiltges for working with our 
young people to promote patriotism.  
 

Thanks to 4th grade teachers Michaelene 
Hawley & Andrea Ziemba and 7th/8th 
Social Studies teacher, Shelby Garcia. 
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The First Responders Mass & Breakfast 

Also during Catholic Schools Week, 
St. Thomas More School honored 
those in our community who keep 
our families safe and secure. The  
All School Mass on Tuesday, 
January 29th  offered a special 
tribute to Veterans, Active Military, 

Catholic Schools Week is a national celebration of Catholic education and creates an 
opportunity to recognize the importance, value, and contributions offered by Catholic 
education to the Church and the world. An annual tradition that began in 1974, now includes 
approximately 8,000 Catholic schools across the nation who commemorate Catholic Schools 
Week to celebrate the rich traditions and the incredible value of Catholic education on both 
a local, national and global level as Catholic schools students work to change the world.   

Very Special Person Day 

Catholic Schools Week 2019 

Parade of Saints 
As part of St. Thomas More’s Catholic 
Schools Week celebration, 8th grade 
students presented their version of 
the "Parade of Saints".  
 

In preparation for Confirmation and 
the selection of a saint name,  
students spent time researching to 
choose the saint that best 
represented their ideals. Students 
then composed a paper, describing 
the history of their chosen saint and 
created a costume accordingly.  
 
These students not only presented an 
awesome visual representation of 
their saint, they gave amazing 
speeches before the entire student 

To celebrate Catholic Schools Week, 
students in Kindergarten through 8th 
grade invited one or two special 
people (grandparents, aunts, uncles, 

etc.) to have lunch with them at STMS. 
This is a popular event for both 
students and families. Guests are 
invited to eat at our cafeteria or bring 
in a lunch from an outside restaurant 
to share with their special student(s). 
Following lunch each student and 
family has a picture taken as a special 
remembrance of the day.  

body on our observance of Vocations Day 
during Catholic Schools Week.  

Police, Firefighters & EMTs.   
A reception was held in the Solar Room 
following Mass with breakfast and 
networking for all first responders as a 
way to say thank you for their service. 
 
Thank you for all you do!  
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Congratulations St. Thomas More School Honorees 
Each year as St. Thomas More School participates in Catholic Schools Week and joins with our sister schools across the 
United States and highlight the benefits and advantages of a Catholic school education, we recognize those who have 
made a difference every day because of their connection to our wonderful Catholic school.  
 

One of our favorite CSW events is the recognition of those who have helped the St. Thomas More School family with their 
contributions to our school, its students and the community at large.  We are happy to share with you the 2019 St. Thom-
as More School Honorees of Distinction. 

2019 Distinguished Graduate of the Year Award  — James E. Dedelow  

The recipient of the 2019 
Distinguished Graduate Award is no 
stranger to those from Northwest 
Indiana and surrounding areas, as he 
has been the voice of region radio for 
many years, bringing residents of our 
area together and keeping them 
informed for decades.  
 

This dedication to serving others and 
helping area residents stay connected 
is one of the main reasons that James 
E. Dedelow, affectionately known as 
“JED”, was chosen as our 
Distinguished Graduate of the Year.  
James, a STMS Class of 1976 grad, has 
always made service to others one of 

his highest priorities. After a  
college career at the University of 
California, Berkeley he returned to 

the Calumet Region, where he joined 
the work force, married and began 
raising three children. Daughters Jeanie, 
’07 and Jackie, ’09 are both graduates of 
St. Thomas More School, as well as 
numerous siblings, cousins, nieces and 
nephews, continuing a Dedelow  
family tradition of choosing STMS for a 
formative, faith-based education. James 
feels that those who attend St. Thomas 
More School will continue to be 
enriched, better people because of the 
education they received while attending 
STMS. 
 

His biggest accomplishment, in his eyes, 
is the daily capability of sharing news 
and information and keeping our  
community connected through the 
WJOB Network/radio station, where he 
is not only the owner, but the  
morning on-air host. This unique 
situation enables James to reach out 
and help charities in the area, too, so 
that they, in turn, can help fellow 
Hoosiers. 

He continues to find the discipline 
inherent in Catholic education proves 
time and time again to be an invaluable 

quality in the business world, too, and 
states that the Catholic community that 

accompanies a St. Thomas More School 
education helps all realize that we are 
part of something larger than themselves.  

We are proud to call James Dedelow an 
alumnus of St. Thomas More School and 
thankful for all that he does for our 
neighborhood-at-large to promote a 
community family.  
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The Belief in Catholic Education 
award is presented each year to a 

family who has consistently lived a faith
-filled life and continues to demonstrate 
a strong and on-going belief in the 
importance of Catholic education. This 
year’s recipient is St. Thomas More 
parishioner Rosemary Barker and her 
family. 
 

Rosemary has been a parishioner for 53 
years at St. Thomas More. She and her 
late husband, Eugene, raised their 
family of five children in our parish 
community, and their belief in a strong 
Catholic education was evident by their 
children’s attendance at St. Joseph’s in 
Dyer and then at St. Thomas More 
School. Each of the Barker children 
continued on at Bishop Noll High 

School, setting their Catholic values in 
place for a lifetime. 
 

Today, Rosemary can boast of three 
grandchildren as St. Thomas More 
School attendees. One grandson is an 
STMS graduate and three great-
grandchildren currently attend STMS. 
Rosemary served many years as an 
administrative assistant in the school 
office and continues to dedicate many 
hours to St. Thomas More Parish as an 
active member of  several ministries.  
 

We are thankful for their loyalty to the 
beliefs set forth by the Catholic faith 
and their enthusiasm for the many 
benefits of a Catholic education. 

2019 Belief in Catholic Education Award — Rosemary Barker & Family 

2019 Above and Beyond Award — Andy & Tanya Power 

Each year the St. Thomas More 
School Above & Beyond Award is 
presented to an individual or family 
who consistently goes above and 
beyond the norm to contribute an 
extraordinary amount of time, talent 
and treasure to St. Thomas More 
School. 
 

From the time Andy and Tanya 
Power entered the Weis Center with 
their eldest son, Andrew, now in 2nd 
grade, and youngest son Sam now in 
Pre-K, it was evident that their 
investment at St. Thomas More 
School would entail more than the 
average amount of parent 

involvement. Their “all-in” approach to 
STMS led them from dressing-up for 
Andrew’s Halloween party to a vision 
for a fun, new fundraiser. This 
fundraiser, now called Brews and Bites, 
has been a wildly popular fall event for 
the entire NWI community.   
 

In addition, Andy has most recently 
served as a school cafeteria advisor, 
using his food-service knowledge to 
help bring affordable, healthy new meal 
options to our students. Together,  
Tanya and Andy have been an integral 
part of our Development & Fundraising 
efforts, School Advisory, Annual Golf 
Classic, Eagle Fest and much more. 

We graciously thank Andy and Tanya for 
their continued contributions to  
St. Thomas More School as they work 
tirelessly for the betterment of our 
school and its students. 

 

2019 Teacher of the Year — Mrs. Andrea Ziemba 
This honor is bestowed upon a 
member of the St. Thomas More 
School faculty or staff who has 
lovingly served our students though 
kindness and wisdom and has 
continually been a shining example of 
good Catholic character for our 
students to emulate. We are proud to 
announce this year’s Teacher of the 
Year is Mrs. Andrea Ziemba. 
 

Andrea’s love of children and 
watching them grow spiritually, as 
well as educationally, is her driving  
passion. Her limitless patience and 
quest for knowledge are what helps 
keep her attitude and approach to 
teaching fresh and engaging.  
 

An accomplished educator, Andrea 
holds many prestigious degrees and 

accolades. Holding a Bachelor of Arts 
in Education and a Master of Science 
in Education from Purdue, she also 

completed many post graduate 
courses to help her remain current 
and teach with rigor and relevance. In 

1996, she was awarded National Board 
Certification for Teaching Excellence, at 
that time a rare accomplishment held by 
only 75 educators in the entire state of 
Indiana. She was appointed by Indiana 
Governor Bowen and then State 
Superintendent of Education, Suellen Reed, 
to sit on the Indiana Board of Education 
roundtable to set Indiana’s educational 
policy. In 2000, she was appointed Teacher 
in Residence at Purdue University, bringing 
real teacher experience to students 
pursuing a teaching degree by instructing 
“methods” classes and supervising student 
teachers.     
 

Thank you, Mrs. Ziemba, for making St. 
Thomas More School your work “home” 
and giving so much of yourself to benefit 
our students and staff.   
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Science Fair 2019 

 
Back Together Again! 

The St. Thomas More School Science 
Fair was held on March 1st and was 
met with excitement by our 7th and 
8th grade students as they presented 
the final analysis of their scientific 
hypothesis. Utilizing the scientific 
method to move through the 
process, these students clearly 
exhibited a deep knowledge and 
understanding of their projects and 
were excited to share their 
procedures and findings with 
judges, younger students and 
visiting parents. 
 

We are proud of our students and 
are happy to acknowledge the 
following winners: 

7th Grade 

1st Place: 
Bella Caceres  
2nd Place:  
Jonathan Bolton  
3rd Place:  
Kyle Cipowski 
Diego Quiroga & 
Gabe Lobo 
Most Creative: 
Briana Diaz & 
Olivia Perez  
Julian Brown & 
Brian Sisson 
 

8th Grade 

1st Place:  
Reyna Layous & Daniella Nahnsen 
2nd Place:  
Jemma Jacobsen  
Ty Pappas & Linden Dannis 
3rd Place:  
Will Feeney & Frankie Krembs 
Most Creative:  
Brianna Vale & Madelynn Nygaard 
Cooper Ray 
 
Congratulations Science Fair Winners! 

Improving the academic 
environment and education at St. 
Thomas More School is always at 
the forefront of our administrators’ 
thoughts.   

We are very excited to announce 
that for the 2019/2020 school year, 
we are bringing all students “Back 

Center this fall for daytime meetings, 
funeral luncheons and much more.  
Building the new Parish Center is still 
planned to occur in about five years.  

 

 

 

Register Now for Preschool,  

Pre-K, Kindergarten & Grades 1-8 

Begin a lifetime of  enthusiastic,  
faith-based learning for your child today 

by registering now for fall classes. 
 

            Contact Pam Pasyk to learn more: 

              (219) 836-9151, ext. 2309 or   
                  ppasyk@stm-school.com 

Together Again” into the Main School 
Building.  
  

We have been able to consolidate and 
reconfigure classroom space in the main 
building.  One change that opened up 
space is our move to a one-to-one  
computer device program. Students in 
grades K to 5 have Chromebooks that 
they can utilize at school and students in 
grades 6 to 8 follow a Bring Your Own 
Device (BYOD) program.  By having a 
device available to every student in  
the classroom, the computer lab is no  
longer needed.  The main floor 
classrooms will be geared to Preschool, 
Pre-K  and Kindergarten students.   
 

This change effectively accelerates 
Phase 2 of the Making a Difference 
Campaign Project.  Phase 2 consists of 
constructing a New Parish Center in 
about five years. 
 

Moving the preschool and pre-
kindergarten programs  will allow our 
parish family to begin using the Weis 



 

Message From The President 

Net Fundraising Revenue 
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The charts above reflect the net fundraising revenue directly attributable to the efforts of the Development  
Office.  The goals for the Development Office in the future are to keep tuition increases to a minimum while  
reducing reliance on the parish subsidy and continuing to provide the resources necessary to educate our  

students in today’s world. 

We have seen growth and success 
through the 2017/2018 school year 
and through today in the areas of  
academics, athletics, and the arts.  
Our new principal, Dr. Samantha 
Francis, has instituted some changes 
within the building that will ensure 
our continued success for many years 
to come.  Our newly air conditioned 
building will provide us with 
opportunities for use during the 
warm summer months.  We will be 
working on upgrading the individual 
classrooms over the next several 
years to transform them into 
classrooms of the future that help the 
ever changing educational 
environment. 
 

Our success is a reflection of the 
support we receive from our 
parishioners, parents, alumni and 
friends.  We are grateful to those of 
you that support us not only 
financially, but by giving generously 
of your time and expertise.  It takes 
many people to provide a strong, 
quality Catholic education for our 
students and we are truly blessed 

that you have joined us in our mission. 
As you will see below and on the next 
page, we are financially stable.   
 

Our development and fundraising 
efforts continue to grow helping to keep 
tuition costs at bay, providing resources 
and staffing needed in the classroom, 
while reducing our reliance on the 
parish subsidy. 
 

There are many ways that you can help 
us: 
 

 Pray for our students and staff and 
the continued success of St. Thomas 
More School 

 Support our events and school 
raffle 

 Support the Annual Fund drive and 
our new Corporate Sponsor 
Program 

 Participate in programs such as 
Amazon Smile to help raise money 
for the school with no out of pocket 
investment on your part. 

 Tell your friends and acquaintances 
about St. Thomas More School and 
the great things that we do. 

 

Thank you for making St. Thomas More 
School a priority.  We are forever grateful. 
 

Sincerely,   
Noreen A. Bickel 

St. Thomas More School is fortunate 
 to utilize the President/Principal form 

of school governance to better the 
advancement of our school and  

provide a comprehensive educational  
experience for our students.  
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St. Thomas More School 

Summary of Financial Activities  

for the Year Ended June 30, 2018  

Operating  Revenues 
Tuition & Fees           $2,153,277    72% 

Subsidy From Parish          $252,464      8% 

Athletics, Parent Assn, TRIP & Cafeteria       $352,829    12% 

Development  & Grant Rev         $145,401      5% 

Other              $79,051      3% 

Total Operating Revenue      $2,983,022   100% 

Operating  Expenses 
Salaries & Benefits       $2,199,503    72% 

Athletics, Parent Assn, TRIP & Cafeteria       $376,653    12% 

Maintenance , Utilities & Property Expense       $218,062      7% 

Instructional Support          $170,770      6% 

Development  & Grant Expense          $44,885      1% 

Other              $44,889      2% 

Total Operating Expense   $3,054,762   100% 
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Thank You! 
Thank you to all who donated to St. Thomas More School during our 2018 fiscal year ending June 30, 2018.  

We had numerous Annual Fund donors who wished to remain anonymous, but a special thank you to each of their  
very generous donations, as well.   

If you would like to contribute to the 2019 Annual Fund Drive, please go to:  
http://www.stm-school.com/support-stms/ to make an online donation or mail your gift to the STMS Development Office.  

For questions please contact Karen Leluga in the Development Office at (219) 836-9151 
Thank you again and God bless! 

Anonymous 
Mrs. Susan Abbott 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Albrecht 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Alexander 
Mr. & Mrs. Dustin Anderson 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Arens  
Ms. Barbara Austgen-Cheng  
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Avgerinos  
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Bados  
Mr. & Mrs. Shawn Ball  
Ms. Mary Balon  
Mrs. Ruth Banas  
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Barclay  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Barron Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Beckman Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Bellamy  
Mrs. Lorraine Bendis  
Mr. & Mrs. Ronaldo Bernarte  
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Bickel  
Ms. Audrey Bickel  
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Biscan  
Mr. John Bogner  
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Borzenski  
Mrs. Theresa Bosak 
Dr. & Mrs. David Bouton  
Mr. & Mrs. Casey Bouton 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Branco  
Mr. & Mrs. William Briney 
Mr. & Mrs. Garion Brown 
Mrs. Judith Buksa  
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Burns  
Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Burzynski  
Mr. & Mrs. James Callahan  
Mr. Alexander Carnavacciolo  
Mr. James Casey  
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Casner  
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Cheng  
Ms. Helen Chronowski  
Mrs. Ursula Cichy  
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Cipowski  
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Cipowski  
Ms. Tiana Cody  
Mr. & Mrs. John Companik  
Mrs. Julie Compton  
Mrs. Patricia Coppolillo  
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Covelli  
Mr. & Mrs. David Cowgill  
Ms. Andreana Cruz  
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Cullars 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Czarobski  

Mr. & Mrs. James Davis  
Mr. & Mrs. Paul De Rolf  
Mr. Timothy De Rolf  
Mrs. Patricia DeBoer  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Delgado 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike DeSoto  
Mr. & Mrs. Jesus Diaz  
Mr. & Mrs. Alen Diaz  
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Diaz  
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Doctor 
Mr. & Mrs. Chad Hunter  
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Domasica 
Mrs. Dorothy Dominik  
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Dulkoski 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Duray 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Einsele 
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Ercoli  
Mr. & Mrs. Trinidad Escobedo 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Etter  
Mrs. Irene Fary  
Ms. Elaine Fechalos  
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Feeney  
Mr. Thomas Feeney Jr. 
Mrs. Lisa Fehring-Sims  
Mrs. Ellen Folta  
Ms. Debra Ford  
Mr. & Mrs. Marion Fulte  
Ms. Patricia Gacek  
Ms. Dorothy Gall  
Mr. & Mrs. Armando Garcia 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gard  
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Gardner 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gauger 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gea  
Mr. & Mrs. Gust Georgela  
Mrs. Dona Gerlach  
Ms. Mary Gessler  
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gething 
Mr. John Gianotti  
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Godinez  
Mr. Benjamin Goldman  
Mr. & Mrs. David Gonzalez 
Mrs. Jennifer Gonzalez  
Mr. Thomas Gozdecki III 
Ms. Margaret Gray  
Ms. Virginia Guiden  
Miss Emilianne Hackett  
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hackett 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Halun 
Mrs. Rosemarie Havran  

Ms. Cecilia Hernandez  
Mr. Jeff Holcomb  
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Huard 
Dr. & Mrs. James Huseman 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Jancosek 
Mr. & Mrs. William Janik  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Jannotta 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Johnsen 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Jones 
Mrs. Henrietta Kaminski  
Mr. & Mrs. Zvonko Kanic  
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Karl  
Mr. James Kaspar  
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Kish  
Mrs. Patricia Kish  
Mr. & Mrs. Art Klisser  
Mr. Andrew Kotulski  
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Kozlowski 
Mrs. Loretta Krawczyk  
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Krull Jr. 
Mr. Gregory Krupinski  
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Kuklinski 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Kushnak  
Mr. Albert LaMere  
Mr. & Mrs. James Landowski 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Lang  
Mr. & Mrs. William Laschober 
Ms. Eugenia Leal  
Mr. Edwin Lebryk  
Ms. Moira Lebryk  
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Leluga  
Ms. Angelina Lesniewski 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Liszewski 
Mr. & Mrs. George Livarchik 
Ms. Jackie Lopez  
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Mack  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Madura 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Maldonado 
Ms. Angela Mancilla  
Mr. Edward Martin  
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Martinez 
Ms. Esmerelda Martinez  
Ms. Marisol Martinez  
Mrs. Kaaren Mashura  
Mr. & Mrs. John Mateja  
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Matz  
Mr. Phil Mc Intosh  
Mr. & Mrs. John McQuillan 
Mrs. Donna Mendenhall  
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Mendez  

http://www.stm-school.com/support-stms/
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Mr. & Mrs. Albert Ramanna 
Mr. & Mrs. Olyntho Ramirez 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Ranos  
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Ray  
Mr. & Mrs. William Retseck 
Mr. Dean Reynolds  
Mr. Timothy Ribble  
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Richards  
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Roberts  
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Rogan 
Mrs. Susan Rousseau  
Mr. & Mrs. Luandre Rozmanich 
Mrs. Elizabeth Rudnick  
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Rueckert 
Mr. Christian Ruiz  
Ms. Christine Rzonca  
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Santner 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Schafer 
Mrs. Maureen Scheller  
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Schmidt 
Ms. Teri Schroer  
Ms. Barbara Sejda  
Mr. Christopher Seydel  
Mrs. Jean Sidor  
Ms. Mary Silvasi  
Mrs. Anna Simants  
Ms. Lisa  Sims  
Mr. Carl  Siurek  
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Slazyk 
Dr. & Mrs. James Sliwa  
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Slough  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Smith  
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Smola  
Dr. Christine Sobek  

 

 

Mr. James Mesterharm  
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Miller  
Mr. Jerry Miller  
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Miotke  
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Miyashiro 
Mr. & Mrs. Francisco Monroy 
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Morales  
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Moreno 
Ms. Dede Morrow  
Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Munoz  
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Murray 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Nemeth 
Ms. Lyna Nguyen  
Mr. & Mrs. Rich Novak  
Mr. & Mrs. William O'Brien 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald O'Connor 
Mr. & Mrs. Erik Odegaard 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph O'Drobinak 
Mr. & Mrs. David Olivencia 
Ms. Patricia Osborn  
Mr. & Mrs. Fernando Padilla 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Pagorek 
Mrs. Marilyn Pajor  
Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Pasyk  
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Paunicka 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Payne  
Ms. Christina Pedroza  
Mr. & Mrs. Karl Peltzer  
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Peters  
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Petruch  
Mrs. Catherine Pfister  
Mr. & Mrs. David Piniak  
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Piskol  
Mr. & Mrs. Sylvester Porras 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Power 
Mr. & Mrs. Kim Power  
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Pukosze  
Ms. Maria Quiroga  
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rada  

Mr. Jeffrey Sorenson  
Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Spike 
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Stanley  
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Steele 
Deacon & Mrs. Joseph Stodola 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Suwardi 
Mr. & Mrs. Dominic Torres 
Mrs. Georgene Trippel  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Tyson 
Mr. & Mrs. Tadeusz Ulinski 
Mrs. Phyllis Unkuri  
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Uzubell  
Mr. & Mrs. Jose Valdez  
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Valent  
Mr. & Mrs. Hernando Villaroman 
Mrs. Julia Vrbanich  
Dr. & Mrs. James Walsh  
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Waters  
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy Welches 
Mr. & Mrs. Chester Wilk  
Mrs. Karen Will  
Mrs. Mary Wilson  
Mr. & Mrs. William Wisniewski 
Ms. Annette Wisniewski  
Mrs. Betty Zavada  
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Ziemba  
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Zima  
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Zurad  
Ally Bank   
The Forszt Family  
The Giovanni/Infusino Family 
The Anglin Family   
The Brazzale Family  
The Hajduch Family 
The Tolnai Family  
Townhouses of Columbia LLC   

  

Thank You! 
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There is always something 
exciting happening at our school 

and the best way to keep up 
with it all is to follow us on 

Facebook.  
On our Facebook page you'll be 

connected to all the latest 
student activities, from 

education to service work to 
athletics and more. 

 We're proud of our students 
and all that they accomplish 

every single day and we hope 
you’ll follow us! Check it out!    

What's Happening at St. Thomas More School? 
https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasMoreMunster/ 

Help us Celebrate our 70th Year! 
The 70th Anniversary of  

St. Thomas More School is 
almost upon us and we are 

looking for Alumni to join us on 
the planning committee for this 

very  special event.  
If you would like to volunteer or 

get more information  
Contact: Karen Leluga  

(219) 836-9151, ext. 2307    
kleluga@stm-school.com  

Alumni Night 2019 — June 21, 2019 

Save the Date: 6/21/19 
Our annual Alumni Night will be 
held on June 21, 2019 during the 
St. Thomas More Parish Festival.   

More details and an invitation 
will be coming to you soon!   

For fun and reminiscing with 
former St. Tom’s classmates, and 
to be sure you receive the event 

invitation, please contact  
Karen Leluga and verify your 

contact information at  
kleluga@stm-school.com. 

Don’t Miss Out!  

Find Festival details, including 
this year’s entertainment line-up:  
https://stmfundays.weebly.com/ 

 

at  
the  

Festival 

Upcoming Events 
STMS Band Concert: 

Thursday, May 16, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Prospective Student Information: 

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

8th Grade Baccalaureate Mass/

Graduation: 

Wednesday, May 29, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

St. Thomas More Parish Festival: 

Wednesday, June 19 to Sunday, June 23 
 

Alumni Night at the Festival: 
Friday, June 21, 2019 — 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasMoreMunster/
mailto:kleluga@stm-school.com

