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Update from our Principal 
 

It has been nearly four months since my diagnosis of a grade IV Glioblastoma brain 

tumor.  I have completed my first round of radiation and chemotherapy. My test 

results have been hopeful and I feel very good. I am on a treatment break until 

December 30th when I begin the second round of chemotherapy.  
 

My heart is full of gratitude to God for all the blessings he has bestowed upon me 

through everyone from the St. Thomas More Family. My thoughts turn to our love and 

dedication to the Blessed Virgin Mary who is our most powerful advocate. As we 

honor her Son on his birthday we remember and honor His most holy Mother.   
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Merry Christmas from the Administration 
 

Dear St. Thomas More Families, 
 

It is that time of year when you are in the home stretch of the hustle and bustle of the 

Christmas season. The Christmas chorale concert and band concert were wonderful 

reflections on the true meaning of Christmas, the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ. Celebrating Christmas is our time to join together as a Christian family 

welcoming into our hearts baby Jesus. We hope this Christmas finds 

you and your family in good health.  

  

Celebrating the birth of our Lord gives us the opportunity to realize 

the true spirit of this blessed season. The risk we face during this time 

of year is to become too caught up with the commercialization of this 

holiday and forget the reason for our celebration. We must all be 

witnesses of the Lord Jesus, reminding everyone to celebrate the 

miracle of his birth. As you gather with your family and friends, 

remember the lights on the Christmas tree represents our Lord, the 

“Light of the World.” Allow the light of Christ to enter into your 

hearts as we celebrate the season.   
 

“The angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to 

you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For today 

in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is the 

Messiah and Lord.  And this will be a sign for you: you will find an 

infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.’ And 

suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, 

praising God and saying: ‘Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on 

whom his favor rests.’” Luke 2: 10-14 
 

We wish you a truly blessed and merry Christmas. May the peace, joy and love of the 

Holy Family be present in your lives each day of the New Year.  Blessings for a 

Happy 2017! 
 

Noreen Bickel  — St. Thomas More School President 

Jay Harker — St. Thomas More School Principal 
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School Information System 
 

 Students, teachers, parents and administrators continue to use and learn the new school 

information system from Renweb. Staff members currently use database, grading, 

scheduling and email applications while parents utilize ParentsWeb, which gives them 

access to their child’s grades, conduct, assignments, classroom resources, school calendar 

and general school information. 

  

At the end of December/early January, we will be launching a new school website. All 

student applications and reenrollments will be online, increasing the timeliness and 

accuracy of the process for both families and staff. The programs are all responsive so they 

can be viewed on a computer, tablet or mobile phone. 
 

We are excited to continue the improvement of our communication systems and look 

forward to the positive impact it will have in building relationships with all of our current 

and prospective parents, students, alumni and friends!  
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Are you, your children 
or family members  

graduates of  
St. Thomas More 

School? 
Please do not assume our 

alumni department has your 

current contact information. 

If you have not personally  

spoken to Amanda Herbst or 

completed an alumni 

information form, please 

contact STMS right away! 

Contact: 
aherbst@stm-school.com 

219.836.9151, ext. 342 

A Season of Giving 
St. Thomas More School students know the importance of helping those in need. The month 

of December is filled with Christmas joy and many opportunities of giving to others as our 

student body participates in a myriad of giving activities: 
 

Mass of the Toys: Students bring a new toy, wrapped and labeled with a child’s age and 

gender, which are then taken to the prison in Michigan City and distributed to the children of 

the prisoners for the Christmas season.  
 

St. Vincent de Paul Toy Drive: We collect unwrapped new toys for newborns to  

14 year olds that are distributed by our St. Vincent de Paul Society to children in need in our 

community. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Food Drive: Sponsored by Student Council, every grade level has a 

different type of food to bring to school for donation. 
 

Neon Day for Brain Cancer: Students dressed “down” in neon and donated $1 to support brain 

cancer research. In a special moment for Mr. Harker, students all gathered in the church to 

“light it up” for him as he entered for Mass that morning. 
 

Catholic Charities Baby Drive: 7th and 8th grade students donate items needed by infants to be 

delivered and distributed by Catholic Charities.  
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Burgers and Brews: A Huge Hit!   
 

The goal of the Development Office at St. Thomas More School is to have a full committee for 

each event and fundraising effort.  Many school families want to be involved, but feel an “event” 

is a daunting task. Not only does a committee allow events like our fall fundraising event 

“Burgers and Brews” to be orchestrated without a hitch, but it offers wonderful volunteer 

opportunities that bring school families together and lessens the work load for any one 

individual.  A resonating theme for members of the Burgers and Brews event committee was the 

desire to become more deeply involved with STMS and get to know other families better, while 

helping the school be a successful place for their children to learn and grow.  We began creating 

committees this school year for many development efforts and the success of Burgers and Brews 

supports the theories we are employing and gives us great hope for the future.  This year’s goal 

for Burgers and Brews was to give all ticket sale proceeds back to the school, and it certainly 

was accomplished.   
 

Burgers and Brews, a new concept for STMS, began when three school parents (Tanya Power, 

Katie Rak Bouton, Kokona Tsataros) in attendance at 

the March Parent’s Association meeting decided to     

co-chair our fall fundraising event.  They each wanted 

to volunteer, but knew they could not do it alone, so 

they banned forces to begin our fall event committee.  

Wanting to do something new, the concept was born on 

a train ride home from Chicago when Tanya and Andy 

Power (son in kindergarten and the littlest Power to 

start preschool at STMS in 2017) spent an hour 

discussing the plausibility of the idea.  Tanya had a 

meeting that night with Kokona Tsataros (husband 

Danny; son in kindergarten, daughter in 4th grade) and 

Katie Rak Bouton (husband Casey Bouton; son/

daughter in kindergarten, son in 1st grade) to start 

pitching ideas for the event, and “Burgers and Brews” 

was the one that stuck.  In the months following, team 

members were added, husbands became involved and 

St. Thomas More School had a new fall event that 

would not only appeal to our school parents, but 

involve the entire STMS family and surrounding communities. The idea behind Burgers and 

Brews started with the desire to create an event allowing the majority of school families to attend 

versus having to work during the event.  The intention was to have an event fascinating enough 

to appeal to the greater community in order to raise funds from outside sources.  Beer festivals 

are abundant in NWI, but the addition of a food competition with tastings and judging from a 

variety of sources was the trick to differentiate from the masses. The choice to capitalize on the 

growing burger and craft beer industry was truly a successful one!  Andy, a professionally 

trained chef working in the food service industry, used his knowledge to help with the execution 

of the food based ideas and food donations. The committee wanted to focus on restaurants and 

breweries in our community so we could essentially give back to them in the future, and the 

establishments that chose to be involved in our event certainly did not disappoint. (A full list of 

participating breweries and restaurants can be found at the end of the article, along with all other 

sponsors.) 
 

With the basis of the event decided, the coming months saw planning meetings with tasks 

divided up amongst the committee based on experience and capabilities.  Mayra Perkins 

(husband Joshua; sons in preschool and kindergarten) joined the committee through Kokona and 

brought her creative marketing talents to the table, helping to design all marketing materials for 

the event. Tricia and Joe Sinclair (sons in pre-k and 1st grade) joined the committee through 

Katie.  Tricia’s role, though jokingly named "Shenanigan's Coordinator," was pivotal in not only 
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securing the location at Wicker Park and the wonderful band (The Ticks), but actually 

coordinating the Shenanigan’s Corner.  Tricia worked with Meatheads to coordinate the 

Burger Buckets tournament and handled the other games available to play at the event like 

corn hole and giant jenga.  Of course, a wonderful event can’t be pulled off without a little 

luck and God’s grace as well.  April Dilbeck (husband Paul; daughters in 1st and 4th grades) 

happened to be at Wicker Park checking out the space for layout and decoration 

planning when a family was there setting up for a wedding reception.  As they 

began talking and the family learned of our event, they told April to come back at 

the end of the reception and they would give all the decorations to her!  Many of 

the lovely decorations you saw adorning the property at Burgers and Brews were 

from the graciousness of a couple who was married there a few weeks earlier!   

Between the original committee co-chairs, added team members and husbands, the 

event was spectacular and attracted the entire community.   
 

Walking into Wicker Park that evening looked like a fall explosion, filled with the 

smells of a burger competition, the sounds of music and enjoyment and the tastes 

of delicious food and craft beer. The amount of planning for an event of this size 

simply cannot be done alone, and the Burgers and Brews event committee utilized 

each and every person’s talents, creativity, luck and willingness to make this a lasting event 

for years to come.  Net proceeds from the event that came back to St. Thomas More School 

totaled just over $12,200 and we can’t thank the committee, breweries, restaurants and all of 

you who 

attended this 

wonderful 

event enough! 

If you missed 

out on 

purchasing 

tickets by the 

deadline this 

year, be sure to 

stay up to date 

in the fall of 

2017 for ticket 

sale 

announcements 

and 

promotions! If 

you would like 

to be involved in next year’s Burgers and Brews event, please contact Tanya Power at 

312-953-8881 or tanyalpower@gmail.com. To be involved on another development-based 

committee, please contact Amanda Herbst at aherbst@stm-school.com. See you next year! 

Our sincere thanks to all who 
attended and to our generous 

Burgers & Brews sponsors.  
Thank you for making our 

inaugural event a huge success! 
 
 

Marquee Sponsors 

Strack & Van Til  

US. Foods 
 

Sponsors 

Big Tasty & Little Yum Yum  

(amateur competitors) 

Bosak Auto Group 

Brewhouse 41/Whole Foods Market 

Burns Kish Funeral Home 

Byway Brewing 

Ciao Bella Restaurant 

Dyer Bank & Trust 

18th Street Brewery 

Elzinga Farm Market 

Eurest 

Fiji Water 

Franklin House Restaurant 

Freddy's Steakhouse 

Hasse Construction 

Kennan Liquors 

Meatheads 

New Oberpfalz Brewery 

Phree Salon 

John & Barbara Power 

Rapid Pest Solutions 

Rob's Meat Chop and Deli 

The Scrambled Diner 

The Terry Shaver Family 

Smits Farm 

Timbrook Kitchens 

Tsataros Law 

Town of Munster 

Wicker Memorial Park 

Frank Mrvan, Trustee 

White Rhino/Bottoms Up 
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A Cornucopia of Fun 
The Thanksgiving holiday is a big deal at St. Thomas More School, since so much of what our 

students do revolves around giving back. In that spirit, the school      

decided to “give” a party to the children to celebrate 

the season of Thanksgiving. On November 12th, 

STMS hosted a Pumpkin Party and invited young 

children from our parish and community to join us 

for a morning of fun activities. From the “Stuff the 

Turkey” game to the “Turkey Feathers” snack 

(a.k.a. apple slices), 30 young guests had a great 

time interacting with their counterparts, and their 

parents had fun, too!  If you would like to attend 

one of our upcoming free events, please see the last 

page of this newsletter to mark your calendars now 

and be sure to contact  Pam Pasyk at ppasyk@stm-school.com or (219) 836-9151 ext. 309 to 

receive more information and all the details. These events are open to everyone and we        

encourage you to attend with your children or grandchildren.  

Making a Difference: Capital Campaign Update 
When we first started the Capital Campaign, we were told that the first million in pledges was 

the easiest to acquire and the last million in pledges was the hardest.  That has definitely been 

the case at St. Thomas More!  We continue to inch our way toward reaching our $6,300,000 

project goal and the goal of being able to start construction in the spring of 2017.  As you 

recall, our project includes new electrical service to the building and electrical distribution 

within the building, new boilers for both the church and school, restroom upgrades, technology 

upgrades such as making the buildings wireless, new air conditioning in the church and, for the 

first time, air conditioning in the school building. 
 

In order to start our project, we must have two-thirds of the goal ($4,200,000) between pledge 

payments received and STM savings.  If we continue to have the same response to our plea of 

making or increasing pledges and moving up 

pledge payments, it looks like we will be able 

to get this project started this spring! Thank 

you to everyone that has helped to make this 

happen! 
 

We are currently reviewing the 95% complete 

construction documents received from Syska 

Hennessy, the project engineers/architects.  

Once the documents are finalized, we will 

begin to put the project out for bid. 
 

We continue to ask for your help: 
 

 First, we ask those who have pledged to pay off their pledge early if they can.  

  We ask those who have not pledged to consider making a pledge.  Go to: www.stm-

church.com/videos.html for more information.  

  We ask those who made a one-time donation to consider pledging/donating again.  

  We ask everyone to pray for the continued success of the Campaign and the completion of 

the Project. 
 

To those that have pledged and continue to make payments, thank you!  To those of you that 

have paid your pledge off early or have increased your pledge, thank you!  To those who have 

prayed for the continued success of the campaign, thank you!  Please continue to do what you 

can to make our building renovation dream come true! 

Making a  
Difference 

Today and in the  

Future 
Capital Campaign 

STM Church & 
School 

 

 

To make a pledge  

or one time donation:  
Please visit  

www.stm-church.com/videos.html  

or contact the parish office  

at 219-836-8610. 

mailto:ppasyk@stm-school.com
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James and the Giant Peach 
 

This year, STMS presented another larger than life production directed by Angie 

Lorandos, built on the classic novel by Roald Dahl.  James and the Giant Peach is a 

timeless story, where good triumphs over evil and friends who become family will always 

stick together through thick and thin.  The show was full of many different types of 

characters, both loveable and deplorable, and amazing choruses with dancing and singing 

showing everyone the wonder of a good story, as well as the love of performing.  Angie 

stated, “St. Thomas More School is blessed with so many students who have an abundance 

of talents and gifts 

to share, and it was 

not only fun, but an 

honor to help them 

bring this show to 

life.”  Student crew 

members had a high 

level of 

involvement and 

worked hard behind 

the scenes to make 

the production look 

fantastic, run 

smoothly and allow 

all actors/actresses 

to shine on stage.  A 

handful of alumni 

returned from high 

school to lend a 

hand and a fleet of 

amazing parent 

volunteers 

wonderfully helped make the play a success.  In total, 150 students were involved in some 

way with the show to provide another unforgettable experience for the audiences, while 

making memories for themselves that will 

hopefully be carried with them for life.    
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Who Pays to Educate a Student at STMS 
 

  
You may be surprised to learn that it cost $5,532 to educate a student during the 2015-2016 

school year. On average, parents paid $4,223 to educate each child (taking into account 

parishioner and multi-child discounts). Below is a chart depicting the revenue sources for  

St. Thomas More School.  

Like this 
newsletter? 

The next newsletter will 

be delivered via mail. 

Please contact us 

immediately to provide 

your most up to date 

contact information!   

Contact:  
 Amanda Herbst 

(219) 836-9151, ext. 342 

aherbst@stm-school.com 

Follow all the news & events at 

St. Thomas More School 

 on Facebook: 

St. Thomas More  

Catholic Church & School 

Munster, IN 

As you know, the St. Thomas More School Development Office was created two years ago.  

Several of our goals include keeping the price to attend STMS and the subsidy down while 

finding more sources of revenue outside of fundraisers geared towards current parents. That 

is why we recently launched the first Annual Fund Drive and will be working on our 

Corporate Sponsorship program in the beginning of 2017. This shift will help to keep  

St. Thomas More School affordable and viable as we move into the future. 

To donate to the  

Annual Fund Drive: 
 

1. Drop off or mail a payment 

    to the parish or school office 
 

2. Make a payment via PayPal 

    by visiting  

    www.stm-school.com 
 

3. Contact Amanda Herbst at  

    aherbst@stm-school.com  

    or (219) 836-9151, ext. 342   

    to pay over the phone or 

    make other arrangements  
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Media Club 
Media Club began this year when a group of eighth grade boys approached our art teacher, 

Mrs. Keilman, discussing their passion for filming and their desire to be involved with the 

already existing Yearbook Club.  

Since Mrs. Keilman was already 

dedicated to doing Yearbook 

Club with a combination of 

thirty seventh and eighth 

graders, she could not 

possibly deny such a request 

from this group of young men.  

Thus, Yearbook Club added a 

film division, melded into 

“Media Club” and has been a 

sensation ever since!  

Knowing they wanted to 

highlight St. Thomas More 

School, the STMS Media 

Club decided to begin 

morning announcements that 

would be published each 

Monday morning.  Teachers 

have the opportunity to show 

their students the videos to kick 

off each Monday, which feature 

upcoming happenings at St. 

Tom’s for the week (birthdays, 

lunch menu, events) and even 

contain interviews with STMS 

staff and faculty. Additional 

segments include brain breaks 

and comic relief (and comical it 

is!) to get everyone started off 

on a positive note each week. Mr. Koblack (student special services) has a film background 

and has contributed tremendously to the film process with green screen advice, voice levels, 

film order, etc.   

Outside of being informational, it is wonderful to see the students so motivated doing 

something they love, and it truly is an entertaining way to start off each week!  Though they 

are still working out some “kinks” and learning their bearings, the videos are wonderful and 

we have provided the link to the first edition of the  morning announcements for your 

viewing pleasure!  We can’t wait to see what the rest of the school year brings!  

Students Get Involved with School Contests 
 

Congratulations to Scarecrow Photo Contest winner, Jo-Han Martinez with his 

tiny scarecrow! It was a close contest and we appreciate everyone who participated and 

voted. Jo-Han was so excited he won a Target gift card! 
 

Another congratulations to Halloween Costume Contest winner, Jacob Menclewicz (a.k.a. 

Darth Vader) and little sis, Stephanie, dressed as Yoda, who received a gift card to 

Gayety's Ice Cream and Chocolate Shop.  Thanks to all of you who support and participate 

in our contests! 

View the latest Media 
Club videos: 

https://youtu.be/

Oz5fR1fWklY 

https://youtu.be/Oz5fR1fWklY
https://youtu.be/Oz5fR1fWklY
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Secret Santa Shop 
 

Children had the chance to pick out their own gifts for family members at the annual STMS 

Secret Santa Shop. Items ranged in price from $0.25-$13.00 and there was something for 

everyone on their list. This wonderful event was organized by Chiara Andrzewski, Paula 

Pappas and Chris Companik, with the additional help of many wonderful parent volunteers. 

Our 8th grade students got involved by helping the little ones with their budgets, gift selection 

and even wrapping. The kids were so proud to shop on their own and purchase gifts for 

everyone. Thank you to all who helped make this possible and who participated in this 

exciting event for the little ones! 

Pizza with Santa 

 

St. Thomas More School’s annual “Pizza with Santa” was another success with over 275 

attendees!  Pizza with Santa is a unique opportunity for St. Tom's families of younger 

students to celebrate the holiday season together with 

friends and Santa!  The night included pizza (purchased 

from Dante’s), a family photo with Santa and activity 

tables for the children to enjoy.  This year's activities 

included face painting, a photo booth with props, coloring 

pages that were sent to a local nursing home, ornament 

making and more!  The night couldn’t be pulled off without 

the dedication of Katie Rak Bouton who organized the 

event and its volunteers.  A special thank you to Kokona 

(the event’s photographer) and Danny (the emcee for the 

evening) Tsataros who made the night possible and 

Carolina and Brian Burns who handled all the décor! And a 

special shout out to Mrs. Steele who helped coordinate the 

RSVP’s, Mrs. Lusk who provided the traditional “pizza 

paddle” and Mrs. Murray who allowed the use of the 

cafeteria kitchen to make all the pizzas! There were some 

fabulous desserts this year thanks to the generous donations 

of two families: "Aunt Monica" (aunt of Tommy/Sofia 

Burns) donated delicious cookies from her bakery, Delicity 

Cakes, and the Gallardo family donated insanely tasty ice 

cream from their ice cream shop, La Michoacana.  Lastly, 

we can’t thank the older students enough who volunteered 

their time as “elves,” set-up/clean-up crew, pizza servers and more. Once again, with 

wonderful volunteers we were able to provide an amazing experience to St. Thomas More 

families and students! 
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STMS Athletic Update 
Cross Country  
Team Awards: 
5th/6th Grade Boys: 2nd Place Bishop Noll Invitational, 3rd Place CYO Diocesan Finals 

5th/6th Grade Girls: 2nd Place Bishop Noll Invitational, Tied 1st CYO Diocesan Finals 

7th/8th Grade Boys: 4th Place Bishop Noll Invitational, 3rd Place CYO Diocesan Finals 

7th/8th Grade Girls: 2nd Place Bishop Noll Invitational, 2nd Place CYO Diocesan Finals 

Individual Awards (Top 15 BNI Invitational): 

5th/6th Grade Girls: Daniella Nahnsen, Reyna 

Layous, Addie Drake, Alicia Powell 
 

7th/8th Grade Girls: Maddie Andrzejewski, 

Katie Hemingway, Mary Buksa 
 

5th/6th Grade Boys: Gabe Lobo, Michael Fesko, 

Will Feeney 
 

7th/8th Grade Boys: Jacob Cipowski, Juan 

Olivencia, Andrew Forszt 

Individual Awards (CYO Diocesan Finals): 

5th/6th Grade Girls: Daniella Nahnsen-1st Place 

Addie Drake-6th Place, Reyna Layous-7th Place 

Alicia Powell-11th Place, Riley Mach-12th Place 
 

7th/8th Grade Girls: Katie Hemingway-3rd Place 

Maddie Andrzejewski-8th Place 
 

5th/6th Grade Boys:Michael Fesko-5th  Place  

Gabe Lobo-6th  Place, Will Feeney-10th  Place 
 

7th/8th Grade Boys: Jacob Cipowski-5th Place          

Volleyball (Girls) 
5th Grade (Madura): 2nd Place in division (8-2) 

3rd Place-St. Stan’s Tournament 

2nd Place-CYO Tournament 

 

6th Grade (Power): 1st Place in division (9-1) 

1st Place-St. Stan’s Tournament 
 

7th Grade (Kleszynski): Near .500 Season (4-6) 
 

8th Grade (Buksa): 2nd Place in division (6-4) 

2nd Place-St. Stan’s Tournament 

Soccer (Co-Ed) 
8th Grade Team (Smith): Team played well; learned patience, leadership and cohesiveness. 

Best wishes to our 8th graders: Maddie Andrzejewski, Mary Buksa, Siobhan Carroll, Clarissa 

Cortez, Andrew Forszt, Katie Hemingway, Juan Olivencia, Ethan Pierce & Mariah Vasquez! 
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Annual Fund Drive Update! 
 

The inaugural St. Thomas More School Annual Fund Drive has begun wrapping up, and we 

would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who gave a gift.  Thank you to our 

donors (listed below) for their kindness, generosity and support! We had numerous donors 

who wished to remain anonymous, but a special thank you to each of their very generous 

donations as well! Whether the gift was $5.00 

or $5,000.00, we greatly appreciate each and 

every donation and thank you for making our 

first Annual Fund Drive a great 

success.  Expectations were exceeded with 

your generosity and we have raised just over 

$18,000 to date.  Regardless of the reason that 

brought you into our St. Thomas More School 

family, you are an essential part of the legacy 

that has become St. Thomas More School and 

we simply cannot continue to thrive without 

your generous support. A wonderful thank 

you to the chairpersons of the first Annual 

Fund Drive, Kris and Eric Miller, who were 

instrumental in its success. Thank you, as 

well, to all parent volunteers who have helped 

with the process from beginning to end. 
 

If you did not have a chance to contribute and would still like to, please contact Amanda 

Herbst in the Development Office at (219) 836-9151, ext. 342. You may also drop off your 

gift to the parish/school office or mail your gift to the Development Office.  
 

Thank you again and God bless. 

St. Thomas More School More Good News  

Alumni Birthdays  

November 
 

John McQuillan ('54) 

Curtis Budny ('56) 

David Rossin ('56) 

Gene Geisen ('60) 

Terrence Hart ('60) 

Janie Dahlkamp Kocman ('61) 

William Butkus ('61) 

Cindy White Petrashevich ('64) 

Mary Jo Kenney Klepsch ('65) 

Debra Bogner Ventura ('65) 

Carol Wleklinski Luddecke ('69) 

Nancy Kuzma ('73) 

Mark Kenney ('65) 

Nancy May Schmidt ('75) 

Maureen Bryan ('75) 

Steven Rodriguez ('76) 

Renee Larson ('80) 

Robert Lesko ('83) 

Lawrence Cabrera ('85) 

Jennifer Janusonis Zabrecky ('85) 

Anthony Alonzo ('89) 

Jay Gianotti ('93) 

Megan Muta Bonta ('05) 

Karly Taylor ('07) 

Joel Ratajack ('07) 

Angela Rokosz ('08) 

Craig Dedelow ('09) 

Amber Caldwell ('10) 

Bryan Dublak ('11) 

Anthony Skiba ('12) 

Sean O'Brien ('12) 

Kayla Pettis ('14) 

Allison Rusnak ('15) 
 

December 
 

Robert Cashman ('53) 

Thomas Mueller ('56) 

John "Jack" Bogner ('57) 

Susan Lobonc ('63) 

Charles Gajewski ('66) 

Carole Connor Sponaugle ('65) 

Judith Garzinski ('68) 

Pam Slivka Helfen ('71) 

Carl Pfister ('72) 

Barbara Austen Cheng ('76) 

Susan Abbott 

Romeo & Vicky Amores 

Jennifer & Dustin Anderson 

Anthony & Elana Arens 

Fred & Lillie Beckman 

Fred & Patricia Beckman Jr. 

Audrey Bickel 

Noreen & Ron Bickel 

MaryJo Biscan 

Julie & Michael Blanford 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Branco 

Garion & Andrea Brown 

Kim & Ed Burzynski 

Marybeth Castaneda 

Guadalupe Castaneda 

Century Roofing & Sheet Metal  

Gina & Joel Cipowski 

Jeff & Kim Cipowski   

Ester & Rich Diaz 

Tom & Pam Domasica 

Mr. & Mrs. George Dudzik 

Dominic & Teresa Femminella 

Ellen & John Folta 

Kristina & Martin Goldman 

Mercy & Dave Gonzalez 

Jennifer Gonzalez 

Anthony & Jennifer Halun 

Gerald Haney 

Marty & Chris Holcomb 

Katherine & Giovanni Infusino 

Maria Janik 

Reena & Sajiv John 

Mary & Robert Kardes 

Thomas & Lisa Kawalec 

Brian & Kerri Kleszynski 

Marianne & Michael Korfiatis 

Leon & Alice Kozlowski 

William & Pat Laschober 

Janet & Frank Lowry 

Paul & Therese Martin 

James Mesterharm 

Steven & Diane Mikrut 

Kris & Eric Miller 

Kelly & Tomislav Milosavljevich 

Tiffany & Jason 

 Miotke 

Oscar & Marisa Munoz 

Nancy Novosel Sieger 

Daniel & Christine O'Brien 

Erik & Victoria Odegaard 

Carolyn & John Ostrowski 

Anthony & Kathleen Pagorek 

Susan & Brian Payne 

Daniel Pelc 

Catherine Pfister 

Erwin & Amanda  

Ponce De Leon 

John & Kim Power 

Andy & Tanya Power 

Maria Quiroga 

Curtis & Maureen Rak 

Gene & Paula Ray 

Kristina & Tom Renwald 

Thomas & Irene Renwald 

Carl & Deleta Siurek 

Michael & Martha Smith 

Timothy & Patti Smith 

Chester & Susan Smithers 

Jason & Jennifer Smola 

Robert Smoltz 

Christine Sobek 

Sandra Steele 

Joseph & Joyce Stodola 

Susan & Derek Thompson 

Gloria & Jose Valdez 

Steve & Gina Valent 

Aubrey Velasquez-Noel 

Sarah & Daniel Vicari 

Candee & Michael Walsh 

William Walsh &  

Yolanda Rosales 
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Nomination Form 
Please help us by submitting your recommendation for those to be honored during  

Catholic Schools Week 2017. Nominations are being accepted for our annual Above and Beyond Award 

and the Belief in Catholic Education Award.  Please see descriptions below.  

 
Your Name:_________________________________ Your Class Year (if an Alum)____________ 

 

  Your Phone:_____________________________   Your Email:_____________________________ 

 

Above and Beyond Award 
Nominate a school parent/grandparent volunteer who consistently goes “above and beyond” to help  

our students and our school. 

 

Nominee’s Full Name: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

   Nominee’s Phone: ______________________Email:_______________________________________ 

 

  Reason for Nomination: 

 

 

 

Belief in Catholic Education Award 
Nominate a school/parish family who has consistently exhibited a strong belief, often over the  

course of multiple generations, the value and importance of Catholic education.  

 

 Nominee’s Full Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
 

   Nominee’s Phone: _________________________Email:____________________________________ 

 

  Reason for Nomination: 

 

 

 

Alumni of the Year 
Please help us by submitting your recommendation for our next Alumni of the Year by January 6th. 

Nominate someone who you believe lives their life in a way that directly reflects their Catholic school 

education at St. Thomas More and contributes to society in an extraordinary or unique way.  

 

Nominee’s Full Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
 

  Nominee’s Contact Information (if you have it):__________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    Reason for Nomination: 

 

 

 

 

Please use extra paper, as needed or email your responses with all the information (see box on right). 

Nomination 

Deadline:  

January 6, 2017 
 

Thank you for your input! We 

appreciate your time and 

consideration. 
 

Return Nomination Form to  

St. Thomas More School  

via any of the following: 
 

Hand Deliver: 

•Drop off at the Parish Office 

or School Office 

 •Place in the collection 

basket in a marked envelope 
 

Mail to: 

 St. Thomas More School 

 Attn: Pam Pasyk  

8435 Calumet Avenue 

Munster, IN 46321 
 

Email: 

Pam Pasyk at  

ppasyk@stm-school.com 

 
Questions? 

Contact Pam Pasyk at  

(219) 836-8610, ext. 309. 

 

St. Thomas More School More Good News  
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Open House 
Sunday, January 29th 

9:00 a.m. until 12:00 Noon or 
 

Tuesday, February 21st 

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

Valentine’s Day Party  
Sunday, February 12, 2017  
Fun Valentine’s Day activities  

and a snack. 

Children ages 2 to 5 are invited, regardless 

if they attend, or plan to attend, STMS. 

Open to the entire community.  

 

Join us for one of our Open Houses! 
 

See why a St. Thomas More School education can 

change the course of your child’s life and lead him/her 

to success in and out of the classroom. 

Tour our facilities and meet our teachers and staff.  
 

 

Weis Center (Preschool & Pre-K): 8635 Calumet Avenue in Munster 

Main School Building (Grades K to 8): 8435 Calumet Avenue in Munster 
 

Registration Begins January 29, 2017. Some classes fill very quickly, so don’t delay! 

St. Patrick’s Day Party  
March: Date to be announced.  

Fun St. Pat’s Day activities and a snack. 

Children who will be entering kindergarten 

in the fall of 2017 are invited, regardless if 

they attend, or plan to attend, STMS. 

Open to the entire community.  

For more  
information about 
 St. Thomas More 

School  
or to schedule a personal 

tour, please contact: 

Pam Pasyk 

ppasyk@stm-school.com  

(219) 836-9151, #309 

 

 

St. Thomas More School More Good News  
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Young Alumni Help STMS Students 
 

Each year prior to their D.A.R.E. graduation, St. Thomas More School’s fifth grade 

students have a unique opportunity to visit with some very special STMS alumni. Thanks 

to the coordination and guidance of Munster Police & D.A.R.E. Officer, James Ghrist, 

former students return to St. Tom’s with a plethora of information and insight about how 

to best navigate the high school years. This year, eight Munster High School students 

joined our fifth grade to answer some very astute questions. With their extensive D.A.R.E. 

(Drug & Alcohol Resistance Education) training, the students concentrated their inquiries 

on the challenges of living drug and alcohol free. The answers from our high school panel 

were unanimous: “Anything is possible with a strong conviction to living a safe and 

healthy lifestyle by avoiding unfavorable people and situations.”  Special thanks to this 

year’s panel of alumni: Danny Zuccarelli, Will McComis, Ella McComis, Allison Rusnak, 

Mallory Grim, Alyssa Nahnsen, Ben Peters and Erin Gonzales. 

Alumni News 

Have alumni news? Share it with others! 
 

New job, promotion, engagement, marriage, baby or grandchild? Win an award? 
Coming back from deployment? Please let us know and keep us informed of any 

excitement you are experiencing! We would love to add it to our Alumni News section!  
Email Amanda Herbst at aherbst@stm-school.com . 

Red Ribbon Week 
Winner 

 

Red Ribbon Week is held each October 

to raise awareness about drug 

prevention and the importance of 

making positive choices. St. Thomas 

More's winner in this year's Red 

Ribbon Week Poster Contest is Emily 

Castaneda! Congratulations Emily!! 

 

St. Thomas More School More Good News 

Alumni Birthdays 
 

December (cont’d) 
Robert Maddalone ('77) 

Martin Collins ('82) 

Samantha Hofferth Francis ('84) 

Susan Beckman Cannon ('85) 

James Brennan ('89) 

Natalie Folta Krembs ('89) 

Laura Ortiz Hernandez ('95) 

Alison Schock ('96) 

David Luptak ('96) 

Mary Mangus ('96) 

Cecilia Hernandez ('01) 

Jackie Y erga Clark ('02) 

Matthew McNicholas ('06) 

Hannah Fus ('08) 

Shannon Whelan ('08) 

William Hatczel ('11) 
 

January 

Eugene Uram ('54) 

Leo Glueckert ('56) 

Mary Jen ('61) 

Howard Portz ('62) 

 Celeste Phelps ('63) 

Gerald Knesek ('65) 

Judith Girman Rauscher ('65) 

Andrea Weber Knesek ('66) 

Judy Lebryk Millspaugh ('67) 

Thomas Towne ('69) 

Ronald Mola ('72) 

Edward May ('72) 

Judith Leask Pikula ('75) 

Bryan Pajor ('75) 

Susan Slivka Burke ('77) 

Candis Wojcik Lang ('78) 

Eileen Collins Sheets ('79) 

Karen Gerlach Joyce ('79) 

Jim Giorgio ('81) 

Monica Fierek Decker ('82) 

Greg Nowak ('84) 

Mark Pfister ('86) 

April Glueckert Laventure 

Susie Boyle Kinsella ('90) 

John Folta ('93) 

Fred Mikler ('95) 

Anne Puntillo ('96) 

Sarah Alanza Obrien ('96) 

 



  

                        

 

 

Page 15 

Alumni by the Decade: Thomas Milne 
 

We had the wonderful opportunity to catch up with a member of the very first graduating class 

at St. Thomas More School! Thomas Milne, class of 1952, sat down with us to discuss his life 

since graduating from STMS, some interesting stories from his time at St. Tom’s and 

fascinating pieces of STMS history tied to his family. We are so fortunate and blessed to have 

contact with such an alum that has the ability to take us back in time to when St. Thomas More 

was still in the process of laying the foundation that we all see today.  
 

Thomas’ parents, Thomas and Gertrude Milne, founded Milne Supply Company in 1957 and 

the plumbing supply company is still family owned and operated in Munster today.  

Interestingly, Thomas’ father knew 

Msgr. Weis very well and built him a 

candlestick holder for the Easter 

candle one year.  Thomas and his 

brother, Ronald, began working at his 

parents business doing odd jobs when 

they were in elementary school and 

started working there full time once 

they graduated high school.  Milne 

Supply Co. is a third generation 

owned and operated family company 

where Thomas still works, carrying on 

his parents’ legacy. Thomas has two 

sons, Jeffrey and Timothy, who both 

work at the family business today 

(Jeffrey, a dentist, also owns White 

Orchid Dental next to Milne Supply).   
 

As a child, Thomas attended St. 

Thomas More School and was in a 

graduating class of eight students in 

1952. Thomas used to travel to 

Chicago with Msgr. Weis to purchase 

supplies and eventually he started an after-school job of cleaning STMS for Msgr. Weis. 

Running the electric floor buffer, Thomas engaged a friend to help him and so began their days 

of giving back to the school that gave so much to them. Thomas shared a story from back in his 

days at St. Tom’s that makes our current lack of air conditioning in the school seem trivial!  

When the church and school were built, drain tiles were not installed and anytime it would rain 

heavily, water would seep in all over the school. Each time this would happen, students would 

grab mops and start mopping up the water from the tile floors; vastly different from today’s 

experiences! Despite the lack of perfect conditions, Thomas graduated and went on to complete 

his education at Hammond Technical High School.  He joined the Munster Volunteer Fire 

Department in 1956 and was an active member for thirty years.  During the summers, Thomas 

worked at Mills Brothers Fruit Stand, owned by his uncle [Walter “Bus” Mills] whom St. 

Thomas More Church bought the church property from many years earlier. Additionally, when 

the first wood structure church was being built, Thomas’ grandmother [Anna Mills] brought 

lunch to many of the workers; what a small world it is! 
 

Thomas was drafted into the United States Army in 1961 when the Berlin Wall went up and he 

served there until 1963. He and his wife, Joan, were married in West Berlin Germany on July 

27, 1962 by the German government (as required by law) and then married again in a Catholic 

church the following day. Fascinatingly, Thomas and Joan lived in Berlin when President John 

F. Kennedy made his historic trip to the divided city. After returning to the states, Thomas and 

Joan had their two sons and started their life together here in Munster, Indiana where they still 

reside today as parishioners of St. Thomas More Church. 

Alumni  

Anniversaries 
 

November 
Thomas Crepeau ('74) & Tricia 

Albert Ramanna ('57) & Carolyn 

Carole Connor ('65) & James 

Sponaugle 

Karen Morris ('60) & Joseph Vessely 
 

December 
Victoria Clifford ('89) &  

Luke Antonsen 

MaryJo Biegel ('66) & Robert Biscan 

Frank Kowalski ('63) & Phyllis 

David Sherby ('64) & Carol 
 

January 
Tina Schmidt-McNulty ('86) &  

John McNulty 

Amy Nelson ('80) &  

Robert Bartholomew 

 

 

St. Thomas More School More Good News 

Alumni Birthdays 
January (cont’d) 

 

Katherine Pellar Hurey ('96) 

Gregory Krupinski ('96) 

Samantha Mccarthy ('02) 

William Burke ('03) 

Shelby Taylor ('05) 

James Zemkewicz ('08) 

Robyn Hauer ('09) 

Jonathan Pasyk ('09) 

James Moss ('09) 

Grace Huss ('10) 

Emily Long ('13) 
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Upcoming STMS Events  
Family Dance  

Sunday, January 28, 2017 
Kick-off Catholic Schools Week 

Open to all current school families. 
 

Open House 
Sunday, January 29, 2017  

9:00 a.m.- Noon. Take a tour & meet our staff.  

All current & prospective families are invited.  
 

Catholic Schools Week 
January 29 to February 3, 2017 

A week of celebrating Catholic education.  
 

Valentine’s Day Party  
Sunday, February 12, 2017  

Fun activities for children ages 2 to 5. 

Open to the entire community.  

We are eagerly looking for anyone 
interested in becoming a  

class representative and aiding in our  
search to update contact information  

of classmates.  
 Please let us know if you are willing  

to help or nominate a friend!  
 

To update your information, or that of a  
friend or relative, plan a class reunion or  

volunteer as a class rep, contact  
Amanda Herbst at aherbst@stm-school.com.  

Reunions Don’t Get Any Better Than This 
 

The St. Thomas More School Class of 1996 held their 20 year class reunion here at St.  

Thomas More School on Saturday, November 26, 2016. Alumni enjoyed a tour of the school 

with the President, Noreen Bickel, as part of the evening’s events.  

We extend a special thank you to them for their class donation to the school! 

For information on class reunions please contact Amanda Herbst at aherbst@stm-school.com 

St. Thomas More 

School 
Educating the  

Whole Child in the  

Values of Jesus & Mary 
8435 Calumet Avenue 

Munster, IN 46321 

(219) 836-9151 

www.stm-school.com 

To make a  

donation to  

St. Thomas More  

School: 
Please contact  

Amanda Herbst at  

aherbst@stm-school.com  

or (219) 836-9151, ext. 342 

 

Hoops for Hearts 
Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

 

Open House — Evening 
Tuesday, February 21, 2017 

6:00 p.m.– 8:00 p.m. 

 Take a tour & meet our staff.  

All current & prospective families are invited.  
 

Spring Children’s Event  
Details coming soon (watch our Facebook page) 

 

Annual 5K Run/Walk  
Details coming soon (watch our Facebook page) 

 

Stay Tuned... 
 to Facebook for further events and happenings 

not listed here! 


