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STMS Science Olympiad Team: The Road to State 
Science Olympiad began at St. Thomas More School in 2012/13.  It started as a conversation 

between two mothers at a birthday party who wanted more opportunities for students looking 

for additional academic challenges; it has blossomed into the program we have today!  STMS 

parent Agnes Nahnsen had the idea and the drive; STMS parent Dr. Deepika Kakkera had the 

knowledge of Science Olympiad (a nationally 

recognized science program).  Together they have 

mentored the program from a mere thought to a state 

recognized competitor. 

 The initial stages of the program faced the challenges 

of navigating through the process, organizing lesson 

plans, making contacts and preparing for 

competition.  In Science Olympiad (SO), there are 23 

areas of science in which students need to be 

competent.  Each team is comprised of up to 15 

members (6th through 8th grade, with up to 5 high 

school freshman) who compete in any of 23 different 

events.  These events cover life and earth sciences, 

physics, chemistry, forensics, engineering and 

technical writing.  Within the team, students generally 

work in pairs with material they prepare for 

competition.   

 Agnes and Deepika had an overwhelming role and a 

vast amount of work for only two people to manage, 

but were very fortunate to recruit other wonderful 

STMS families and parents to take constant leadership roles and oversee the instruction of 

students in their specialty areas.  If not for these excellent manpower resources, this program 

would not be as successful as it is. 

The first year was devoted to building the program.  Agnes and Deepika attended an IUN 

sponsored workshop and made important connections with state and nationally recognized 

committee persons, mentors and other coaches.  In its first year, our S.O. team competed only 
(Continued on Page 3) 

 

“Science Olympiad teams challenge 

boys and girls at St. Thomas More 

School through the participation in 

all STEM disciplines devoted to 

improving the quality of science 

education, increasing student interest 

in science and providing recognition 

of outstanding achievement. 

 St. Thomas More students benefit 

from participation in Science 

Olympiad through: an increased 

ability to apply scientific method and 

knowledge, application of problem 

solving skills, collaborative and 

creative thinking, as well as time 

management and teamwork.”  
 

Jay Harker 
STMS School Principal  

Caption from Angie!  
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Stakeholder Feedback and the  
School Improvement Plan 

In the fall of 2014, St. Thomas More School embarked upon a new accreditation process through 

AdvancEd.  This process will help us create and maintain a continuous school improvement plan.  

An important part of the process is to invite input from stakeholders. 
 

Stakeholder feedback was solicited at the Vision Workshop held in September of 2014.  In 

November of 2014 and then again in January of 2016, parents, teachers, 5th to 8th grade students 

and other friends of St. Thomas More were asked to complete online surveys.  These surveys help 

to isolate areas of strength and weakness.  Per the stakeholders, the areas of strength are:  
 

 •  Catholic identity and living our mission. 

 •  The President-Principal governance model. 

 •  NWEA testing, the rapid return of results and the plan for utilization of the results in the  

       education of each student. 

 •  St. Thomas More School belief in educating the whole child.  
 

Areas that Stakeholders feel need improvement or question include: 
 

 •  Teacher collaboration in order to increase student achievement and improve teaching      

    effectiveness.  

 •  Whether in all subjects, teachers help students think critically and ethically about the    

    world around them, using the lens of Gospel values and Catholic doctrine and beliefs 

 •  Providing opportunities for faith formation and service activities for social justice for    

    parents, guardians and other adult members of the school community. 

 •  Whether operational plans are created collaboratively or are communicated. 
 

The stakeholder input above has been evaluated with the research and analysis done by the 13 

AdvancEd sub-committees.  Goals and plans have been created to address areas of weakness and to 

continue areas of strength.  A formal School Improvement Plan summary will be published prior to 

the end of the school year.  The next edition of “More Good News” will include links to the plan. 

Are you,  
your children or  
family members  

graduates of  
St. Thomas More 

School? 
Please do not assume our 

alumni department has your 

current contact information. 

 

If you have not personally  

spoken to Amanda Herbst or 

filled out an alumni 

information form, please 

contact STMS right away! 
 

Contact: 
aherbst@stm-school.com 

219.836.8610, ext. 342 

NWEA Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 
The Northwest Evaluation Association Measures of Academic Progress (NWEA MAP) is 

a computerized adaptive assessment which tests each student differently. The MAP tests students 

with age-appropriate questions. As the student responds to questions, the MAP test adjusts to the 

student, adapting the questions either up or down in difficulty. The students’ test results are based on 

over 24 million assessments given over 30+ years of testing.  
 

The NWEA MAP uses the RIT scale, which provides a grade level analysis of a child's learning. RIT 

stands for Rasch Unit, which is a measurement scale developed to simplify the interpretation of test 

scores. For teachers, it means having information which will drive their students’ instruction and 

relates directly to the curriculum scale in each subject area. It is an equal-interval scale, like feet and 

inches, so scores can be added together to calculate accurate class or school averages. RIT scores 

range from about 100 to 300. Students typically start at the 180 to 200 level in the third grade and 

progress to the 220 to 260 level by high school. These scores make it possible to follow a student’s 

educational growth from year to year.  
 

St. Thomas More School students, in first through eighth grade, completed the NWEA MAP assess-

ment for the first time this past winter. Kindergarten students will be included in the spring testing 

session. For the 2016-2017 school year, students will participate in three testing sessions: fall, winter 

and spring. Through the review of the assessment results, teachers will gain valuable information 

about each child’s individual range of learning, strengths and areas for improvement. This important 

information will assist them in providing targeted instructional support in the areas of greatest need.  

 

The parent toolkit provided by NWEA is a wonderful place to find frequently asked questions with 

answers, resources and common terminology used with this assessment and can be found at 

www.nwea.org/assessments for those who are interested in learning more about this testing.  

Page 2 



  

                        

 

Making A Difference: Capital Campaign Update 
 

Last year, St. Thomas More entered into a Capital Campaign to raise funds for needed improvements 
and replacement of the electrical systems, heating/ventilation/air conditioning systems, plumbing 
systems and advance WiFi access throughout our buildings.  The total anticipated need for the project 
is $6,300,000.  Presently we have received over $5,108,000 in pledges, over $1,769,000 of which has 
been collected in cash, to date.  Pledge payments will be made over five years or through 2020. 
 

We are currently working with Syska Hennessy Group on the engineering design and Jensen & 
Halstead on the architecture design of the project. 
 

The actual construction will be on hold until the Spring of 2017.  In order to begin work, we will need 
to collect two-thirds of the total expected project cost in cash before we can ask the Diocese to loan us 
the remaining third.  In addition, boilers cannot be shut-down to make the needed changes until the 
spring season with the anticipation of warmer temperatures. There is a short window of time to 
complete the construction, since the contractors must work around the school schedule. 
 

A full campaign and project update will be sent out in the next few months.  If you would like 
additional information about the campaign, please go to www.stm-church.com for a short video, the 
campaign brochure and links for ways to make a pledge or a one-time payment thru PayPal.  
 

We are very excited about this project and the positive impact it will have on the education and 
worship spaces at St. Thomas More. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
 

at the Purdue Calumet Regional and quickly realized the complexity of the program and the dedication 

and commitment needed to cultivate the St. Thomas More School team.  Despite the growing pains, 

the first cohort of 24 students competed and did well!  Individual students  

earned medals and STMS ranked in the middle of the field of competitors.  

The following year, the 2013/14 season, a group of 26 old and new STMS students qualified 

for the state competition held at Indiana University in Bloomington.  STMS competed 

against the top 30 teams in Indiana and finished in 16th place with four students earning 

medals for a “top five” performance in various events.  The 2014/15 team was even more 

successful with some veteran students placing STMS in 11th at state overall!  There were 

more medal winners and even a first place finish in air trajectory!  

The STMS team has now grown to 35 students, finishing in first place at the Rensselaer 

Regional Competition in February and finishing strong and confident in 6th place out of 36 

teams at the state competition on March 19th in Bloomington! Top five medals were earned 

in nine events! 

Science Olympiad practice sessions start in the fall and take place two to three times per 

week through spring.  The students put in an extraordinary amount of time in preparation for 

competition, learning the many areas of science in which they must be competent.  

Together, with the leadership of many school and parent volunteers, the students have made 

this organization successful since day one.  The students have exceled because of their 

effort, studying and countless practices they have put forth. They have an ever-increasing 

passion and knowledge of the scientific world and look forward to the challenge of 

competition. The success of this organization would be nothing without the interest of the 

students, parental involvement as coaches, chaperones, photographers and the support of the 

school and faculty.  

At the end of the day, the sincere hope is that this program and its story inspire other 

students to participate in the many successful and flourishing programs at STMS and 

encourage other families to put forth the extra effort for their school community.  The 

friendships made are invaluable and the lessons learned are immeasurable, fostering a deep 

strength for the school community; the results are priceless!  
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Our Regional Champions: Team 1 

Our Regional Champions: Team 2 

Our Regional Champions: Team 3 

Registrations are now being accepted for Fall 2016. 
If you know a student who wants to be challenged and receive  

more than just the ABC’s in an education, then refer them to  

St. Thomas More School and let their road to success begin now!  

Making a Difference 
Today and in the Future 

Capital Campaign 

STM Church & School 

http://www.stm-church.com
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STMS Athletic Update 
Cross Country  
Team Awards: 

5th/6th Grade Boys: 3rd Place Bishop Noll Invitational, 2nd Place CYO Diocesan Finals 

5th/6th Grade Girls: 2nd Place Bishop Noll Invitational and CYO Diocesan Finals 

7th/8th Grade Boys: 3rd Place Bishop Noll Invitational, 2nd Place CYO Diocesan Finals 

7th/8th Grade Girls-3rd Place Bishop Noll Invitational, Tied for 2nd Place CYO Diocesan Finals 
 

Individual Awards (CYO Diocesan Finals): 

Anna Castillo: 5th/6th Grade Girls 2K Champion  

Alyssa Nahnsen: 7th/8th Grade Girls 3K Champion (4th consecutive CYO win) 

Daniella Nahnsen: 5th/6th Grade Girls, 3rd Place 

Jacob Cipowski: 5th/6th Grade Boys, 4th  Place 

Maddie Andrzejewski: 7th/8th Grade Girls, 3rd Place  

Danny O'Shea: 7th/8th Grade Boys, 6th Place          

Xavian Cano: 7th/8th Grade Boys, 7th Place 

 

Volleyball (Girls) 
5th Grade Team 1 (Coach James): Winning Season, Conference Champs, 1st Place-St. Stan’s Tournament 

5th Grade Team 2 (Coach Power): Winning Season, Conference Champs, 2nd Place-St. Stan’s Tournament 

6th Grade Team 1 (Coach Kleszynski): Winning Season 

7th Grade Team 1 (Coach Buksa): Winning Season, Conference Runner-Up 

7th Grade Team 2 (Coach Cunningham): Winning Season 

8th Grade Team 1 (Coach Albrecht): .500 Season, 1st Place-St. Stan’s Tournament 

8th Grade Team 2 (Coach Zabrecky): Winning Season, Conference Runner-Up 

 

Soccer (Co-Ed) 
5th/6th Grade Team 1 (Coach Smith): Winning Season, Conference Runner-Up 

5th/6th Grade Team 2 (Coach Walsh): .500 Season 

7th/8th Grade Team 1 (Coach Gonzalez): Winning Season, Conference Champions 
 

Basketball (Boys) 
5th Grade Team 1 (Coach Krembs): .500 Season 

7th Grade Team 1 (Coach Reynolds): Winning Season, 2nd Place-St. John the Evangelist (SJE) Holiday                        
Tournament 

 

Basketball (Girls) 
5th Grade Team 1 (Coach Burzynski): 2nd Place-St. Stan’s Tournament 
5th Grade Team 2 (Coach Gonzalez): Winning Season, Co-Conference Champs,  

     1st  Place-St. Stan’s Tournament, CYO Runner-Up 

6th Grade (Coach Kleszynski): Winning Season, Conference Runner-Up, CYO Runner-Up 
7th Grade (Coach Kaim): Winning Season, Co-Conference Champs, 1st  Place-St. Stan’s Tournament,  

     1st Place-CYO Championship 
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Alumni Birthdays  

February 
Robert Garzinski (’64) 

Shelley Smith Baumgartner (’66) 

Sarah Dahlkamp Duffala (’70) 

Janice Mazur Moser (‘71) 

Virgil Slivka (’73) 

Leanne Lasky Maggart (’75) 

Kevin Kurz (’81) 

Ben Michalak (’95) 
 

March 
Joan Bridgman Keilman (’54) 

Susan Dahlkamp Boudi (’60) 

Daniel Pelc (’64) 

Robert Mund (’69) 

Daniel Buksa (’81) 

Tina Schmidt-McNulty (’86) 

Helen Chronowski (’87) 

Jennifer Langer Britt (’89) 

Phillip Sajn (’98) 

Nicole Montella (’06) 

Erin Lusk (’09) 

Melissa Hajduch (’08) 
 

April 
Thomas Dahlkamp (’67) 

Susan Resler Livarchik (‘69) 

Terri Janostak Adams (’79) 

Anita Sidor Hemingway (’81) 

Michelle Wojcik Thornburg (’87) 

Katherine Anderson Pfeil (’88) 

Jeffrey Shimko (’94) 

Ricardo Davila (’98) 

Elisa Liszewski Pozywio (’00) 

Ellen Ratajack (’01) 

Nicholas Klawitter (’02) 

Timothy Klawitter (’05) 

Christina Pasyk (’06) 

Kellie Nadratowski (’06) 

Samantha Salzeider (’07) 
 

Anniversaries 
February 

 

Thomas (‘68) & Kim Thomson  

April 
 

Susan Slivka (‘77) & William Burke  

 

Alumni News 
Class of 1996 Reunion Planned for November 2016 

Class Representative for the class of 1996, Noreen Castor, is 

organizing the 20th St. Thomas More School Class Reunion for  

Saturday November 26th, 2016 at St. Thomas More School.   

Noreen will be reaching out to those with updated contact 

information. To assist in the reunion planning, please contact 

Noreen at noreencastor@gmail.com to begin receiving reunion 

information.  To update your current information, please contact  

Amanda Herbst at aherbst@stm-school.com. 

An Alumna’s Look Back... 
Barbaba Hoekema (nee Black), a Class of 1960 graduate of St. Thomas More School, started as a 

student at STMS only four years after the school’s founding. At that time, the Munster we all see today 

is far from how it appeared then.  Munster was a small and quiet town with St. Thomas More in the 

center. The only grocery store, Food Fair, was just north of St. Tom’s,  with a restaurant/bar known as 

Jack’s out front.  A Sinclair gas station stood across Ridge Road and a Standard Oil (now BP) was 

across the street. Barbara’s mom, Mary Black was the 39th registered parishioner of St. Thomas More 

Parish.  Barbara and her husband, Thomas, met when she was four years old, both growing up in the 

same Munster neighborhood, and they have since been married for 48 years with 4 children and 12 

grandchildren. Though Thomas did not attend STMS, his part in St. Thomas More’s history came from 

his grandparents, Julia and Taeke Hoekema, who settled in Munster from the Netherlands and raised 6 

children in their home on Jackson Street. Their home later became St. Tom’s convent when they sold the 

property to Fr. Weis to house the Benedictine nuns from Nauvoo, IL while they taught at STMS. 
 

Barbara feels very fortunate to have attended STMS during the time it was a “traditional” Catholic 

school with nuns as teachers; she personally credits that as the largest impact St. Thomas More School 

had on her values and personal life. She enjoyed the religious teachings which were a large part of each 

day, in addition to daily Mass attendance. In her years at STMS, Fr. Weis was the only priest and though 

the number of nuns began to lessen as “lay teachers” arrived, she was taught by a nun every year except 

6th grade when she had Mrs. Phyllis Paunicka. Barbara still feels that her Catholic education was the best 

possible “gift” given to her by her parents, who were married for 67 years. 
 

Barbara and Tom have four children, Tim, Mary, Lisa and Caryn.  After all 4 of their children were in 

school full time, Barbara decided to return to the work force and went to work in Merrillville for a 

psychiatrist.  Once she became a grandma, though, she made the choice to stay at home and enjoy the art 

of “babysitting” her grandkids so her own children could go back to work for themselves. Finally, when 

her husband retired in 2008 after completing 40 years of mill work in East Chicago, they decided to live 

a much quieter life with the peace of living in “God’s unspoiled country of perfection.”  They now live 

in LaGrange, IN without the noise of snow plows or the hustle and bustle of Munster today.  Instead, 

they enjoy the silence of country life on a wooded lakeside lot, accessible only by a stone road and 

hearing only the occasional “mooing” of cows and call of blue herons in the backyard.  They feel that all 

city dwellers should be able to experience this way of life and enjoy Mother Nature at her best.  

  

Times have changed and life flies by so quickly, but her goal of living to the lovely age of 106 has been 

something she put into her mind a good 60 years ago and feels so blessed to have been granted these 

many years thus far.  As a senior citizen reflecting on her days at St. Tom’s, Barbara firmly believes it 

was the very best 8 years she was given. Life in the 1950’s at St. Thomas More was intimate, quaint and 

all about family, something she is grateful for and will remember forever. 

We are eagerly looking for anyone interested in becoming a class representative and aiding 

in our search to update contact information from classmates.  

 Please let us know if you are willing to help, or nominate a friend!  

To update your information, or that of a friend or relative, or to plan a class reunion or 

volunteer as a class rep, contact Amanda Herbst at aherbst@stm-school.com.  

 

mailto:noreencastor@gmail.com
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Congratulations STMS Honorees 
2016 Belief in Catholic Education Award 

Don & Claudia Cipowski  
This honor is presented to a family who has consistently lived a faith-filled life and demonstrates a 

strong and on-going belief in the importance of Catholic education.   

Both Don and Claudia attended Catholic grade school and high school, as well as all five of 

their children (Jeff, Karen, Jason, Joel and Donald). Currently, nine of their grandchildren are 

attending Catholic grade schools, six of which are enrolled at St. Thomas More. 

Don and Claudia's thoughts on Catholic education state, "Our parents instilled in us the 

importance of Catholic education; we felt the same when it came to our children. Although at 

times this sacrifice was difficult, we felt Catholic education came first. In our opinion, 

Catholic schools provide an education program based on religious beliefs and values, enabling 

children to grow in their understanding of themselves, their relationship with God and their 

relationship with others. We feel Catholic education sets the proper foundation, teaches 

children values, proper morals and integrity. Most importantly, children grow up to be kind, 

good and selfless and we knew in choosing Catholic education, we were providing our 

children with the spiritual and developmental skills they would need to build a strong spiritual 

and academic future."  

2016 Teacher of the Year 

Antonietta Scalzo 
This honor is bestowed upon a member of the St. Thomas More School faculty or staff who has 

lovingly served our students through kindness and wisdom and has continually been a shining 

example of good Catholic qualities for the students to emulate.   

Antonietta has shared her many years of teaching expertise with the children of St. Thomas 

More School for the last 7 years as one of our kindergarten teachers.    

Antonietta stated "I enjoy teaching at St. Thomas More and watching the students grow, both 

academically and spiritually. It has been a pleasure to work with our wonderful students and 

their families. It is especially rewarding working with kindergarten students as they begin their 

lifelong love of learning, exploring and getting to know Jesus."   

Antonietta, mother of three children (Isabella-8th, Gianluca-6th & Matteo-16 months) has 

coached her daughter’s STMS volleyball team and loves spending time with family and 

friends and attending her children’s sporting events.   

We are very blessed to have Antonietta as a part of our faculty! 

Caption from Angie!  

Caption from Angie!  

2016 Above & Beyond Award 

Agnes Nahnsen & Dr. Deepika Kakkera 
Each year, a St. Thomas More School parent(s) is acknowledged for extraordinary contributions 

of time, talent and dedication for the betterment of our school and its students.  

This year, we are proud to honor both Agnes Nahnsen and Dr. Deepika Kakkera.  
 

Agnes,  mother of STMS students Alyssa (8th) & Daniella (5th), and STMS alum, Matt (2015), 

has been instrumental in the birth of STMS Science Olympiad team, a result of reaching out to 

other STMS families to become more involved with advancing students’ fundamental love and 

understanding of science. In addition, she has been a sponsor of our Chess Club,  has coached 

cross country & track, assists the STMS theater department and volunteers in the cafeteria.  
 

 Deepika, mother of  Rama (8th) and STMS alum, Vinay (2010), has shared her talents and love 

of science to inspire our students, helping them achieve success as a state recognized Science  

Olympiad team.  

We are extremely grateful to these women for all that they have given to our students and STMS.  
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 2016 Distinguished Graduate of the Year 

 Mike Mellon 
This honor is awarded annually to an alum of St. Thomas More School who has exemplified Catholic 

principles by making a significant contribution to our school, community and/or nation. 

As a member of the STMS Class of 1984, Mike cherishes a quality Catholic education. His two 

children, with wife Lee Ann, are currently students at St. Thomas More School.  

After graduating from STMS, Mike attended Munster High School, Ball State University, Fairfield 

University and Purdue University, earning a bachelor degree, Master of Finance and Master of 

Business Administration. He is currently the President and CEO of American Community Bank. 

Mike is extremely active in the community, currently serving on the boards of many local 

organizations and civic foundations and lending his knowledge of business and finance to 

assist these groups.  

In addition to his community involvement, Mike serves many roles here at St. Thomas More. 

He coaches STMS boys basketball, is head coach of the STMS Chess Team, serves as a 

greeter before Masses and volunteers at many parish and school events. 

When asked the importance of his Catholic education, Mike stated, "St. Thomas More School 

and Church are a part of my home. They are as much a part of my childhood memories and 

experiences as any other aspect of my life. St. Thomas More School helped define who I am 

today, and for that I am eternally grateful." 

Congratulations to the St. Thomas More School Chess Team who qualified to compete in the Indiana 

State Championship Chess Tournament, held at Morton High School in Hammond on March 19 th.  

We are proud of the strong representation STMS had at the tournament! 

 A special congratulations to our Grade 8 & Under A Team for placing in the Top 10 finishers for the 

first time in STMS history and bringing home an 8th Place trophy. “A” Team members are: Ben 

Mellon, Joey Burns, Mark Caraher & Jacob Bernarte. Great work, boys! 

Caption from Angie!  

Congratulations STMS Chess Team 
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Alumni Night 2016 
Our annual Alumni Night will be held on June 24, 2016 during the  

St. Thomas More Parish Festival.  More details and an invitation will 

follow via mail and our Facebook page in the coming months!   

Please mark this on your calendar now.  

Don’t Miss Out! To be sure you receive the event invitation,  

please contact Amanda Herbst to update and verify your contact 

information at aherbst@stm-school.com 

Upcoming STMS Events  
 Eagle Dash 5K Run/Walk — Sunday, May 15, 2016 

 8th  Grade Athletic Banquet — Friday May 6, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. 

 8th Grade Baccalaureate — Friday, May 27th at 7:00 p.m. (Church) 

 8th Grade Graduation — Saturday, May 28th at 10:00 a.m. (Gym) 

 St. Thomas More  Parish Festival  June 22-26, 2016 

 Class of 1996 Reunion  — Saturday November 26, 2016 (See page 5) 

Follow all the news 

& events at  

St. Thomas More 

School on Facebook: 
St. Thomas More  

Catholic Church & School 

Munster, IN 

Did you like  

reading this? 
The next newsletter will be 

delivered via email. Please 

contact us immediately to 

provide your most up to date 

contact information!   

Contact:  
 Amanda Herbst 

(219) 836-8610, ext. 342 

aherbst@stm-school.com 

 

St. Thomas More 

School 
8435 Calumet Avenue 

Munster, IN 46321 

(219) 836-9151 

www.stm-school.com 


