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Merry Christmas! 
What an honor it is for us to be a part of the first issue of the St. Thomas More Alumni, Parents  

and Friends Newsletter.   
 

This has been a year of change and growth at St. Thomas More. From the move to the 

President/Principal model, to the addition of Jay Harker as 

Principal, the Capital Campaign and the upcoming capital 

improvements, we are very excited about what the future holds. 

Currently, teams are working on our strategic plan for the 

future.  We want to continue the mission of Educating the 

Whole Child in the Values of Jesus and Mary.  Spiritual 

development, outstanding academics, arts and athletics 

help to make our students well rounded and successful 

today and in the future.  Upcoming newsletters will update 

you on the progress that is being made. 
 

During this Christmas season, we reflect on the many ways 

we are blessed. 

We are blessed to have a devoted faculty and staff that 

work tirelessly to empower our students with the skill and 

values to be contributing, thoughtful and motivated 

members of society. 

We are blessed to be part of a supportive parish that financially subsidizes our school. 

We are blessed to have wonderful alumni, parents and friends that support our school at 

many levels, both financially and in giving of themselves. 

We are blessed to have parents willing to make the sacrifices necessary to send their children to 

St. Thomas More.   

We are blessed to have dedicated students who are willing and eager to learn.  

As you can see, we are truly blessed! 

We invite you to attend the St. Thomas More School Open House on January 31st from  

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. or contact us for a private tour.   

God bless you during this Christmas season and always.  We look forward to seeing you in the 

New Year! 

Noreen Bickel, STMS President & Jay Harker, STMS Principal 

 

“All 5 of our girls have 

gone here. Wouldn't have 

had it any other way!    

 A faith and family 

atmosphere with 

wonderful teachers and 

staff for a  superior 

education and great life 

examples!” 
 

Brandy Huss 
St. Thomas More School  

Parent 
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The President/Principal Model of School Administration 
 

Operating a Catholic school and maintaining our Catholic identity is a priority at  

St. Thomas More School. Last year, the President/Principal model was put into place at 

St. Tom’s. This model enables our Principal, Jay Harker, to focus on areas of curriculum, 

teacher development and the faith formation and well-being of our students.  
 

Noreen Bickel, STMS President, focuses on strategic planning, building community 

relationships and gathering the resources necessary to allow the school to grow and thrive 

in today’s ever changing academic world. 
 

Together, this leadership model allows us to achieve our mission of Educating the whole 

child in the values of Jesus and Mary in the most effective way.  

Making a Difference Capital Campaign  
 

In 1949, under the direction of Monsignor Weis, St. Thomas More Church and School 

were built in Munster. In 1956, 1970, and 1986, respectively, there were major additions 

to the school and church building(s). These additions included constructing a new church 

to the south of the “old” church, transforming the “old” church into classrooms and 

adding the gymnasium and 

cafeteria spaces.   

No other major upgrades or 

infrastructure renovations 

have occurred in the main 

building since that time. 

We have long realized 

that the HVAC, electrical and plumbing systems at St. Thomas More School need to be 

renovated with modern requirements and energy efficiency in mind. The boilers have not 

been replaced since the school was built and have a limited remaining life. Only portions 

of the school building are air conditioned. Can you remember how hot the building 

would be at the beginning and the end of the school year?  

Additionally, much of the electrical system in the school is original and those systems 

are not equipped to accommodate today’s modern technology, WiFi or telephones in the 

classrooms.  The restrooms have all of the original fixtures, as well. 
 

In order to fund these renovations, St. Thomas More has embarked on the Making a 

Difference Capital Campaign which will help fund new boilers, air conditioning 

throughout the school, new electrical wiring in the oldest part of the school building 

(“old” church), new fiber and WiFi access points, a new intercom and phone system and       

    restroom upgrades. 
 

      The total anticipated need for the project is $6,300,000. Presently, we have received 

      almost $5,100,000 in pledges, to date, with $1,454,000 already collected.   

      For more information about the project, please go to:  www.stm-school.com. 

 

 

 

 

Campaign Goal 
Projected Amount Needed 

 

$6,300,000  

1,000,000___________________ 

2,000,000___________________

3,000,000___________________ 

4,000,000___________________ 

 Amount Pledged 
 

$5,100,000 

http://www.stm-school.com
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Alumni Birthdays  

November 
 

Jay Gianotti (’93) 

Lawrence Cabrera (’85) 

Carol Wleklinski Luddecke ’69) 

John McQuillan (’54) 

Janie Dahlkamp Kocman (’61) 

Gene Geisen (’60) 

William Butkus (’61) 

Joel Ratajack (’07) 
 

December 
 

Cecilia Hernandez (’01) 

Pamela Slivka Helfen (’71) 

James Brennan (’89) 

Charles Gajewski (’66) 

Samantha Hofferth Francis (’84) 

Matthew McNicholas (’06) 

Robert Maddalone (’77) 

Shannon Whelan (’08) 

Judith Garzinski (’68) 
 

January 
 

Sarah Alanza O’Brien (’96) 

Judith Leask Pikula (’75) 

Mary (Elaine) Jen (’61) 

Jim Giorgio (’81) 

Susan Slivka  Burke (’77) 

Thomas Towne (’69) 

April Glueckert Laventure  

Candis Wojcik Lang  (’78) 

Samantha McCarthy (’02) 

Fred Mikler (’95) 

Edward May (’72) 

Jonathan Pasyk (‘09) 

Howard Portz (’62)  

Jillian Hanrahan Vanderbur (‘00) 

 
 

Anniversaries 
December 

David Sherby (‘64) &  

Carol Jean (nee Brauer) 
 

January 
Tina Schmidt-McNulty (’86)  

& John McNulty 

Since the end of 2014, the staff at STMS has been working to create and update an 

alumni database that was started in 2000, dating back to the very first graduating class 

of 1952!  This process began by utilizing old class lists and paper files that have been 

kept throughout the years. It has blossomed into a large project including mailings, 

emails, festival alumni events and word of mouth. Though we have been successful at 

getting in touch with many alumni and accurately updating some records, we still 

have yet to hear from so many others. We can appreciate that many alumni “lost” 

over the years may not want to rekindle their relationship with STMS, but we will not 

fail in our attempts to reach out to each and every alumnus. 
 

If you, or anyone you know, have graduated from St. Thomas More School, please 

contact Amanda Herbst to update any/all contact information.  Though we started off 

simply asking for contact information, we have expanded to so much more.  We want 

to know how you are doing, what you are doing, where you are living, the families or 

careers you have created, the places you have been and where life has taken you!  Did 

STMS have anything to do with it?   
 

Please reach out to us and know that you are important to our school’s history, 

regardless if you were the first graduating class, the latest, or anything in between.  

We want to talk to you! We can only expand our events, our contact and our efforts 

with your help.  No piece of information is too big or too small. We look forward to 

hearing from you and speaking with you soon!   
 

We are eagerly looking for anyone interested in becoming a class representative 

and aiding in our search to update contact information from classmates.  Please let 

us know if you are willing to help, or nominate a friend!  
 

To update your information, or that of a friend or relative, or to plan a class reunion or 

volunteer as a class rep, contact Amanda King Herbst at aking@stm-school.com.  

St. Thomas More School Class of 1965 • 50th Reunion • 2015 
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Our Students: Outside the Classroom 
The challenging curriculum at St. Thomas More School continues to speak for itself.  

For decades, St. Thomas More School has successfully prepared students for the rigors of academic 

life well beyond the walls of STMS.   
 

Today, our emphasis in developing students’ mind, body and soul also plays a big part in our 

educational philosophy.  We encourage students to take part in extra-curricular activities to further 

cultivate their spiritual, athletic and creative growth.   

Here are just a few of the those activities and events! 
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STMS Production of Disney’s The Lion King, Jr.  
A feast for the eyes; a treat for the ears! 
 

I have had the wonderful opportunity to see Disney’s The Lion King on stage twice, as well as 

hear Julie Taymor lecture about her vision and creative process in creating the award winning 

adaptation to stage from the original animated film.  One of her biggest 

decisions (to place character masks above actors’ heads) was made to 

allow an audience member of any age to be able to engage with the 

characters and story.  While the youngest child may solely watch and 

see the lions’ masks, not covering the actors’ faces allows older 

audience members to relate to the human emotion of the character on 

the face of the actor.  The show is visually stunning and layers art form 

upon art form to create its now iconic look. 
 

Here at St. Thomas More, we had been hoping for a junior version of 

this tremendous show to be released. With that wish fulfilled,  we are 

very proud to have been the first school in the area to produce this 

wonderful 

show!  Planning began in 

the spring and continued 

into the summer months 

with the creation of 

masks, headpieces and special costume pieces. It 

took a fleet of amazing parent and student 

volunteers months to produce everything we 

needed to make our version of this show, 

emulating the look and feel of the professional 

productions. 
 

We have been blessed with students who have an abundance of talents and gifts to share, and it 

has been both fun and a privilege to help them bring this show to life. This production was our 

most complicated to date in the way of costuming and wearing the costumes, as well as the 

duration and demand of the show.  Students sang in four different African languages, tackled 

difficult choreography and rose to all the challenges in a way that made us incredibly proud. Our 

student crew members had a higher level of 

involvement as well, working hard behind the 

scenes to make the production look good, run 

smoothly and help our actors shine onstage. All 

together, 175 students were involved in this show to 

make it another unforgettable experience for our 

audiences and students that they will carry with 

them for life!   
 

Angelica L. Lorandos 
Director of Music Ministry • St. Thomas More Church 
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St. Thomas More School 

Open Houses 

Sunday, January 31st  
9:00 a.m. to Noon 

Tuesday, February 23rd  
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

All prospective families, current school fami-

lies and alumni are invited to visit the school 

during one of these open house events.  

STMS Students “Giving Back” 
Our students learn the importance of helping others and “giving 

back” every day.  During the months of November and December, 

they took advantage of the “giving season” with many school 

sponsored activities and events. From the annual Mass of the 

Toys, which brings gifts , hope and joy to 

children of the incarcerated in Michigan City, to 

the annual St. Vincent de Paul Toy Drive and  

Food Drive, our students and their families 

helped many other families in need this  

holiday season.  Our active Student Council and 

National Junior Honor Society were 

instrumental in orchestrating these important 

collections.   

Science Olympiad at St. Thomas More School  
The very first meeting of the newly formed Science Olympiad Club was held in 

January 2013, with a few enthusiastic parents leading a small group of students. That 

small club has now grown to approximately 30 dedicated students, all interested in 

exploring the many facets 

of the scientific world. 

Last year, St. Thomas 

More School students 

continued to win medals at 

the regional and state 

level, with four students 

earning medals at the State 

of Indiana Science 

Olympiad competition. We 

can’t wait to see what’s 

instore for them this year.   
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Sounds of Christmas Spirit Abound 
In keeping with our commitment to the arts, music still plays an important part of 

the well-rounded curriculum offered to St. Thomas More School students. During 

the month of December, that commitment to music was very evident. Students in 

kindergarten through third grade performed a Christmas concert for parents and 

friends and it wouldn’t be Christmas-time without a band concert as well.  And yes, 

Mr. Rick Mlynarski is still finding a way to extract beautiful music  from young 

students, the same way that he has done for the past 40+  years at STMS.  



 

Have a recent change in contact information?  Please don’t forget to 
 add us to your list of places to update!   

Contact Amanda Herbst with any updates, questions or class reunion 
interests: aking@stm-church.com or  (219) 836-8610, ext. 342 
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Alumni of the Year 

Nomination Form 
Please help us by submitting your recommendation for our next  

“Alumni of the Year” by January 15th.   

 
Your Name:_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Your Class Graduation Year from STMS:_________________________________________ 

 

Your Phone Number:__________________________________________________________ 

 

Your Email Address:__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Nominee’s Full Name: _______________________________________________________ 

 

        Reason for Nomination: 

 

Questions? Contact Amanda at (219) 836-8610, ext. 342. 

Nomination Deadline: January 15, 2016 
Thank you for your input! We appreciate your time and consideration. 

 

Return Nomination Form to St. Thomas More School via any of  the following: 

 Drop off at the Parish Office or place in the collection basket in a marked envelope 

•  Mail to St. Thomas More School, Attn: Amanda Herbst (8435 Calumet Avenue, Munster, IN 46321) 

•  Email Amanda Herbst: aking@stm-school.com 

Keep Us 

Posted! 
Provide us your  

updated contact  

Information!   

Contact: 
 Amanda Herbst 

(219) 836-8610, ext. 342 

aking@stm-school.com 

Visit us on the web at  

www.stm-school.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Keep abreast of all that is 

happening at our busy 

school and parish at: 

www.facebook.com/

St.ThomasMoreMunster 

or find our page: 

St. Thomas More Catholic 

Church & School- 

Munster, IN 

http://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasMoreMunster
http://www.facebook.com/St.ThomasMoreMunster
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Questions? Contact Pam Pasyk at (219) 836-8610, ext. 309. 

Nomination Deadline: January 15, 2016 
Thank you for your input! We appreciate your time and consideration. 

Return Nomination Form to St. Thomas More School via any of the following: 

• Drop off at the Parish Office or place in the collection basket in a marked envelope. 

•  Mail to St. Thomas More School, Attn: Pam Pasyk (8435 Calumet Avenue, Munster, IN 46321) 

•  Email Pam Pasyk: ppasyk@stm-school.com. 

Nomination Form 
Please help us by submitting your recommendation for those to be honored during  

Catholic Schools Week 2016. Nominations are being accepted for our annual Above and Beyond 

Award and the Belief in Catholic Education Award.  Please see descriptions below.  

 

Your Name:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Your Phone:______________________   Your Email:_____________________________________ 

 
 

Above and Beyond Award 
Nominate a school parent/grandparent volunteer who consistently goes 

 “above and beyond” to help our students and our school. 
 

Nominee’s Full Name: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

  Nominee’s Phone: ______________________Email:______________________________________ 
 

  Reason for Nomination: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Belief in Catholic Education Award 
Nominate a school/parish family who has consistently exhibited a strong belief, often over the  

course of multiple generations, the value and importance of Catholic education.  
 

Nominee’s Full Name: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

  Nominee’s Phone: ______________________Email:______________________________________ 
 

  Reason for Nomination: 


